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Introduction 
The following information is based upon the Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC) Prison 

Population Data Set for December, 31 2020 that is accessible to the public on the IDOC website 

here. 

 

The John Howard Association of Illinois (JHA) analyzed the information contained within the data 

set to create a profile of the prison population of IDOC to increase the public’s understanding 

about the people who are in prison. We also used the IDOC data set to generate charts and 

graphs representing nuanced breakdowns of information related to IDOC’s prison population and 

make comparisons to the IDOC prison population over time. 

 

The IDOC Population Data Set was processed by JHA staff using IBM’s SPSS statistics software. 

Most of the information in the data set was transformed into the variables presented herein. 

Details concerning terms and methodology can be found here. Also, detailed information 

(individual-level data) contained within some categories presented herein can be found here. 

Finally, there were several corrections made by JHA to the IDOC data set. A complete list of these 

changes can be found in this Data Modifications document. 

 

 

  

https://www2.illinois.gov/idoc/reportsandstatistics/Pages/Prison-Population-Data-Sets.aspx
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5beab48285ede1f7e8102102/t/615ca56b579e971097fb8dcd/1633461612171/Methodology+II+MSR+Included.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5beab48285ede1f7e8102102/t/60f9ab3d86727324272d83ba/1626975037508/JHA+Offenses+by+Offense+Type+12-31-20+Prison+Profile+R.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5beab48285ede1f7e8102102/t/60f9ab546e68dc3b88826b25/1626975060173/Data+Set+Modifications+for+Prison+Profile+12-31-20+R.pdf
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Section One: Summary of 
Demographic Characteristics of the 
IDOC Prison Population 
1. Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31, 2020 (n = 29,111) 

 

 

The average age of a person incarcerated in IDOC as of December 31, 2020 was 39.8 years old, 

and the age of incarcerated people ranged from 18 to 92 years old. Although the average age 

was 39.8, only 15.25% of incarcerated people were in the ‘36 to 40’ age bracket. Considering the 

distribution of age of incarcerated people as shown in the graph above, the average age of IDOC’s 

population does not accurately reflect this demographic indicator across the prison population. A 

significant portion of IDOC’s population were 35 or younger (42.26%), and the majority (55.54%) 

of these people were between their late teens (18+) and late 20’s (up to 29). Also, approximately 

two-fifths of IDOC’s population (42.48%) were 41 or older, and nearly half (47.29%) of these 

people were 50 or older. 
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2. Estimated Age at Custody* (n = 29,111) 

 
* Estimated age at custody represents an incarcerated person’s age when they were likely taken into custody by law 

enforcement for their holding offense. 

 

The estimated age of a person when they were taken into custody by IDOC for their holding 

offense (also likely age at time offense was committed) was 31.3 years old on average and ranged 

from 13 to 83 years old. Considering the distribution of the estimated age of people at custody as 

shown in the graph above, the average in this instance does not accurately reflect the age at 

which most people were taken into custody by IDOC for their holding offense across the prison 

population. Of IDOC’s prison population, 52.04% were 29 or younger when taken into custody for 

their holding offense, and most (65.33%) these people were under the age of 24. Only 17.16% of 

incarcerated people were in the ‘30 to 35’ age bracket in which the estimated age at custody 

average is included. When the “Estimated Age at Custody” variable is reported as age brackets 

rather than an average, it is clear that the majority of these people were relatively young when 

they were taken into custody for their holding offense. Also, nearly one-third (30.81%) of 

incarcerated people were 36 or older when they were taken into custody for their holding offense. 
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3. Estimated Age at Release* (n = 29,111) 

 
* Estimated age at release represents how old a person should be when released from prison; the ‘Unknown’ category 

includes incarcerated people who do not have a Projected MSR or Discharge date listed by IDOC and SDP (incarcerated 

people who are civilly committed to the custody of IDOC as Sexually Dangerous Person—they do not have determinate 

release dates). 

 

The average estimated age of an incarcerated person upon release is 46.1 years old if the range 

of estimated age at release is limited to 18 to 99 years of age (n = 26,534). Considering the 

distribution of the estimated age of incarcerated people upon release as shown in the graph 

above, the average in this instance does not accurately reflect the age most people will be upon 

release across the prison population. Of IDOC’s prison population, 35.40% will be 50 or older 

upon release, and 44.27% of these people are projected to be 65 or older upon release. Only 

7.05% of people were in the ‘46 to 49’ age bracket in which the estimated age at release average 

is included. Over half (50.77%) of people incarcerated in IDOC will be 45 or younger upon release, 

and 28.34% of these people will be 29 or younger. 

 

Of the 2,577 incarcerated people whose estimated age at release does not fall into the range of 

18 to 99, 1,968 (76.37%) will either spend the remainder of their life in prison (n = 1,539) or their 

age at release could not be calculated because they have no projected MSR or Discharge date 

(n = 429). The remaining 609 (23.63%) of these people are projected to be between 100 and 

1,453 years of age upon release. 
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4. Gender (n = 29,111) 

 

 

5. Race* (n = 29,111) 

 
* In this instance, the following IDOC racial categories were condensed into ‘Other’: American Indian, Asian, Bi-Racial, 

and Unknown. 
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Section Two: Summary of Legal 
Characteristics of the IDOC Prison 
Population 
6. IDOC Admission Types* (n = 29,111) 

 
* The IDOC Admission Types reflect what is reported in the IDOC data set. 

 

7. Admission Type—Recidivism* (n = 29,111) 

 
* Categories within the above graph were created by JHA using IDOC admission types. Details as to IDOC admission 

types used to create these categories can be found here. 

94

15

12950

10266

1447

36

652

2

2487

9

121

1032

Admit from other custody

Conditional Release Violator

Direct from court

Discharged & recommitted

MSR violator, New sentence

Parole violator, New sentence

Return additional mittimus

Return to Custody

Technical MSR violator

Technical parole violator

Transferred from juvenile

COVID-19 County Admit

13071,
44.90%

11749,
40.36%

2485,
8.54% 1806,

6.20%

First IDOC Sentence Second/+ IDOC
Sentence

Technical MSR/Parole
Violator

Unknown

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5beab48285ede1f7e8102102/t/615ca56b579e971097fb8dcd/1633461612171/Methodology+II+MSR+Included.pdf
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8. JHA Offense Type of Holding Offense* (n = 29,111) 

 
* Categories within the above graph were created by JHA using individual offenses as listed within the IDOC data set. 

The definition of each JHA offense type category can be found here. A listing of individual offenses included within 

each JHA created offense type can be found here. 

 

The graph above demonstrates that over half (53.26%) of people incarcerated in IDOC have a 

‘Person’ offense listed as their holding offense by IDOC. Of the 8,997 people whose holding 

offense was classified by JHA to be a person offense that resulted in death or physical injury, 

most (70.94%) are imprisoned for murder. People whose holding offense was classified by JHA 

as a ‘Drug’ or ‘Property’ offense combine to make up 18.68%. These offense types are considered 

by most criminal justice practitioners to be less serious than ‘Person’ or ‘Sex’ offenses. 
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5beab48285ede1f7e8102102/t/615ca56b579e971097fb8dcd/1633461612171/Methodology+II+MSR+Included.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5beab48285ede1f7e8102102/t/60f9ab3d86727324272d83ba/1626975037508/JHA+Offenses+by+Offense+Type+12-31-20+Prison+Profile+R.pdf
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9. Felony Class of Holding Offense* (n = 28,951) 

 
* Unclassified incarcerated people are not included in the graph above—SDP’s (n = 158) and 2 people who are 

imprisoned for criminal contempt. 

 

Over half (58.14%) of people’s holding offenses are either Class M (murder) or Class X. All 

offenses included in the Class M and Class X felony classes are non-probationable and are 

subject to a harsher sentencing range relative to most Class 1 through 4 offenses. Additionally, 

most offenses subject to 100% or 85% Truth in Sentencing are Class M and X respectively. 
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10. Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense* (n = 

28,953) 

 
* SDP’s (n = 158) are not included in the graph above. 

 

The average length of the court-imposed sentence being served by an incarcerated person is 

17.9 years and the median length of court-imposed sentence is 11 years if the range of court-

imposed sentences is limited to 1 through 100 years (n = 27,363). As court-imposed sentences 

within the 1 through 100 year range is not normally distributed (skewness: 1.74; kurtosis: 2.99), 

the proper measure of central tendency to use in this instance is the median of 11 years. As was 

true with the variables associated with age of incarcerated people, the graph above demonstrates 

that the median sentence length does not provide an accurate description of the court-imposed 

prison sentences being served across IDOC’s prison population. The median (and average) court-

imposed sentence length falls within the ‘>10 thru 20’ bracket, which includes 20.65% of people. 

While one-fifth is a sizable proportion of IDOC’s population, most of the remaining four-fifths of 

people are serving much shorter or longer court-imposed sentences than people included in the 

‘>10 thru 20’ bracket in which the median length of court-imposed sentence falls. 

 

Nearly one-third (32.86%) of incarcerated people are serving a court-imposed sentence longer 

than 20 years (this includes the 1,539 people who will be imprisoned for the rest of their life). 

Close to half (46.48%) are serving a court-imposed sentence of 10 years of less. Many (44.79%) 

of the 13,459 people serving a court-imposed sentence of 10 years or less are serving a court-

imposed sentence of 5 years or less. The overwhelming majority (99.85%) of the 6,028 people 
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serving a court-imposed sentence of 5 years or less are imprisoned for a Class 1 through 4 felony 

offenses, most of which are probationable (i.e., a prison sentence is not mandatory). 

 

11. Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense 

After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied* (n = 28,953) 

 
* The “Truth in Sentencing” multiplier is determined by law based on the holding offense (730 ILCS 5/3-6-3). A person 

may be required to serve 100%, 85%, 75%, or 50% of their court-imposed prison sentence. Thus, the multipliers are 1, 

.85, .75, and .5 respectively. A person whose sentence is calculated at 75% or 50% may earn sentencing credits that may 

reduce the time they are imprisoned for their holding offense. Conversely, a person whose sentence is calculated at 

85%, 75%, or 50% may be required to serve up to 100% of their court-imposed sentence if they have “good time” revoked 

for violating IDOC rules. Please note that most incarcerated people are simultaneously serving multiple court-imposed 

prison sentences, concurrently or consecutively, and this may affect the “Truth in Sentencing” multiplier. SDP’s (n = 

158) are not included in the graph above. 

 

The average length of court-imposed sentence after the “Truth in Sentencing” (TIS) multiplier is 

applied is 13.8 years and the median length is 7.5 years if the range of court-imposed sentences 

after the TIS multiplier is applied is limited to 6 months through 100 years (n = 27,391). Thus, after 

the TIS multiplier is applied to JHA’s “Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding 

Offense” variable, the average length of sentence decreases by 22.91% and the median length 

of sentence decreases by 31.82% for IDOC’s prison population overall. As court-imposed 

sentences after the TIS multiplier is applied within the 6 month through 100-year range is not 

normally distributed (skewness: 1.88; kurtosis: 3.8), the proper measure of central tendency to 

use in this instance is the median of 7.5 years. 

 

4246,
14.67%

6151,
21.24% 5591,

19.31% 4949,
17.09% 4411,

15.24%

2066,
7.14% 1539,

5.32%

2 Years or
Less

>2 thru 5
Years

>5 thru 10
Years

>10 thru 20
Years

>20 thru 40
Years

More than
40 Years

Life



PROFILE OF IDOC’S PRISON POPULATION AS OF 12/31/2020  13 

The difference in the proportion of incarcerated people in the brackets represented in graph 10 

compared to graph 11 is likely explained by the existence of a correlation between TIS and length 

of court-imposed sentence. People who are subjected to a court-imposed sentence of 10 years 

or less are more likely to have their sentence calculated by IDOC at “day-for-day” (i.e., 50%) by 

operation of law upon admission to IDOC, while people who are serving harsher court-imposed 

sentences (longer than 10 years) are more likely to have their sentence calculated by IDOC at 

85% or 100% by operation of law upon admission to IDOC. 

 

Comparing the graphic above to the graph representing length of court-imposed sentence alone 

(Graph 10), there is a substantial increase of the proportion of people who fall into the ‘2 years or 

less’ and ‘>2 to 5 year’ brackets after TIS was factored into length of court-imposed sentences 

(14.67% versus 3.48% for ‘2 Years or less,’ and 21.24% versus 17.33% for ‘>2 to 5 Years’). 

Conversely, the proportion of people included in the ‘>5 to 10 Years’ bracket dropped from 25.67% 

to 19.31% after the TIS multiplier was applied to the court-imposed sentence variable. For people 

included in brackets representing court-imposed sentences longer than 10 years, there was little 

change after the TIS multiplier was applied. 

 

12. Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense* (n = 28,953) 

 
* Incarcerated people who are SDP’s (n = 158) are not included because they do not have projected MSR dates. A person 

held by IDOC as a technical MSR violator should have their violation time calculated at the same Truth in Sentencing 

(TIS) rate as the custodial part of their prison sentence. 
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** People subject to 50% (i.e., day-for-day) or 75% TIS may earn sentencing credits reducing the amount of time they 

are imprisoned. Also, these people may serve more than 50% or 75% of their sentences respectively as the result of 

being sanctioned for a serious IDOC rule violation and other factors. 

*** People required to serve 85%, 100%, or Life are prohibited by law from earning sentence credits that will result in 

a reduction of their court-imposed sentence. People required to serve 85% of their sentence may serve more than 85% 

as the result of being sanctioned for a serious IDOC rule violation and other factors. People under 100% TIS and people 

serving a life sentence cannot have their sentence extended because they have no “good time” that can be revoked.  

 

Nearly half (49.46%) of the people incarcerated in IDOC are required to serve 85% or 100% of 

their court-imposed sentence. JHA counts those sentenced to life in prison amongst those who 

are under 100% Truth in Sentencing in this instance because a person sentenced to life will serve 

100% of their sentence. As a prison sentence subject to 85% or 100% TIS correlates with harsh 

sentences of 10 years or more, it is likely the proportion of people over the age of 50 will steadily 

increase over time.  

 

13. Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits for 

Holding Offense* (n = 29,111) 

 
* Incarcerated people in the “no” category include the following: people required to serve 100% or 85% of their court-

imposed sentence under “Truth in Sentencing,” people serving a life sentence; people civilly committed to IDOC as 

SDP’s; and anyone whose holding offense is a sex offense who is not included in a previously listed cohort. JHA 

determines who is statutorily eligible to receive earned sentence credits according to the plain language of the law 

governing sentencing credits (730 ILCS 5/3-6-3). IDOC may lawfully create eligibility criteria based on numerous 

factors that further restricts who may earn sentence credits. 
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14. Estimated Time Until Release (based on Projected MSR date) * (n = 

28,953) 

 
* Incarcerated people included in the Negative Value category are mostly MSR or Parole violators who are being held 

past their Projected MSR Date. People who are SDP’s (n = 158) are not included because they do not have projected 

MSR dates. The amount of time until release for most incarcerated people included in the graph above may change if 

“good time” is either awarded or revoked from them, and other factors. 

 

Of the people who meet the condition of not being held in prison beyond their projected mandatory 

supervised release (MSR) date (negative values in the graph above), not serving a life sentence, 

and not an SDP (n = 25,377), the average number of months until their projected MSR date is 

109.5 (appx. 9 years) and the median number of months until their projected MSR date is 36.7 

months (appx. 3 years) IF the range of months until projected MSR date is limited to 0 through 

1199.84 (appx. 100 years). As the months until projected MSR date within the 0 through 1,200 

range is not normally distributed (skewness: 2.59; kurtosis: 7.51), the proper measure of central 

tendency to use in this instance is the median of 36.7 months. 

 

Of the 25,377 people incarcerated who are within 0 to 1,200 months (100 years) of their projected 

MSR date, 6,479 (25.53%) of these people will remain imprisoned for another 120 months (10 

years) or longer until their projected MSR date occurs. 10,194 of these people (40.17%) are within 

24 months (2 years) of their projected MSR date. 
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15. County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional* (n 

= 29,110) 

 
* A listing of counties included in each region can be found here. One person whose sentencing county was listed as ‘out 

of state’ by IDOC is not included in the graph above. 

Section Three: Detailed Profile of the 
Prison Population by Age as of 
December 31, 2020 
Age represents the age of incarcerated people on the day the IDOC data set was generated. The 

graph immediately following this paragraph illustrates the age of people, grouped into categories, 

for the entire IDOC population as of December 31, 2021. It is to be used as reference for 

comparisons between the size of these groups across the IDOC prison population versus the size 

of these groups within the categories included in the graphs within this section. The reference 

graph below is identical to graph 1, but the groups are color coded to match how they are 

represented in the subsequent graphs within this section. 
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Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31, 2020 (n = 29,111) 

 

 

16. Estimated Age at Custody* Parsed by Age (n = 29,111) 

 
* Estimated Age at Custody (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

The graph above illustrates that over half (54.69%) of people who committed their holding offense 

between the age of 18 and 24 are now 29 or younger. Many people (45.30%) who committed 
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their holding offense between 18 and 24 are now 30 or older, and over one-third (36.78%) of 

these are now over the age of 40. Relatively few people (1.64%) who committed their holding 

offense between the age of 18 and 24 are currently 50 or older. 

 

17. Estimated Age at Release* Parsed by Age (n= 28,682) 

 
* Estimated Age at Release (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

18 to 24 (n=1174)

25 to 29 (n=3016)

30 to 35 (n=4237)

36 to 40 (n=3328)

41 to 45 (n=3028)

46 to 49 (n=2051)

50 to 64 (n=5745)

65 to 79 (n=2691)

80 and Over (n=1873)

Life (n=1539)
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18 to 24
(n=1174)

25 to 29
(n=3016)

30 to 35
(n=4237)

36 to 40
(n=3328)

41 to 45
(n=3028)

46 to 49
(n=2051)

50 to 64
(n=5745)

65 to 79
(n=2691)

80 and
Over

(n=1873)

Life
(n=1539)

18 to 24 100.00% 26.99% 3.56% 1.53% 1.32% 0.63% 0.57% 0.71% 0.53% 0.32%

25 to 29 73.01% 33.18% 7.78% 4.92% 4.00% 2.73% 3.94% 4.75% 1.36%

30 to 35 63.25% 38.16% 12.62% 8.78% 7.17% 8.36% 10.84% 3.12%

36 to 40 52.52% 36.13% 16.14% 9.12% 12.23% 14.42% 6.24%

41 to 45 45.01% 37.10% 13.19% 11.15% 15.22% 11.76%

46 to 49 33.35% 23.97% 10.22% 11.16% 15.92%

50 to 55 24.68% 11.07% 10.25% 15.46%

56 to 64 18.56% 25.05% 16.76% 30.54%

65 and Older 17.28% 16.07% 15.27%

Age
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18. Gender* Parsed by Age (n = 29,111) 

 
* Gender (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

19. Race* Parsed by Age (n = 28,860) 

 
* Race (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Female (n=1413)

Male (n=27698)

Female (n=1413) Male (n=27698)

18 to 24 5.38% 8.09%

25 to 29 15.78% 15.50%

30 to 35 22.58% 18.60%

36 to 40 19.18% 15.05%

41 to 45 11.54% 12.72%

46 to 49 8.92% 9.77%

50 to 55 6.86% 7.59%

56 to 64 7.08% 8.98%

65 and Older 2.69% 3.70%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Black (n=15824)

White (n=9234)

Hispanic (n=3802)

Black (n=15824) White (n=9234) Hispanic (n=3802)

18 to 24 9.11% 5.95% 7.60%

25 to 29 17.33% 12.25% 15.83%

30 to 35 18.83% 18.31% 19.57%

36 to 40 14.55% 16.01% 16.54%

41 to 45 12.21% 12.82% 14.41%

46 to 49 9.60% 10.16% 9.31%

50 to 55 7.25% 8.35% 6.92%

56 to 64 8.23% 10.97% 6.73%

65 and Older 2.88% 5.19% 3.08%
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20. Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits* Parsed 

by Age (n = 29,111) 

 
* Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No (n=15737)

Yes (n=13374)

No (n=15737) Yes (n=13374)

18 to 24 4.70% 11.80%

25 to 29 12.48% 19.08%

30 to 35 18.47% 19.17%

36 to 40 16.68% 13.56%

41 to 45 13.81% 11.31%

46 to 49 9.90% 9.52%

50 to 55 8.20% 6.78%

56 to 64 10.68% 6.79%

65 and Older 5.08% 1.98%



PROFILE OF IDOC’S PRISON POPULATION AS OF 12/31/2020  21 

21. Estimated Time Until Release* Parsed by Age (n = 28,953) 

 
* Estimated Time Until Release (columns in table) total to 100% 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Negative Value (n=1978)

Under 6 Months (n=3616)

6 Months up to 1 Year (n=2775)

1 Year up to 1 Years 6 Months (n=2142)

1 Year 6 Months up to 2 Years (n=1661)

2 up to 5 Years (n=5244)

5 up to 10 Years (n=3460)

10 up to 15 Years (n=1704)

15 up to 20 Years (n=1086)

20 up to 40 Years (n=2334)

40+ Years (n=1414)

Life (n=1539)

Negative
Value

(n=1978)

Under 6
Months

(n=3616)

6 Months
up to 1
Year

(n=2775)

1 Year up
to 1 Years
6 Months
(n=2142)

1 Year 6
Months
up to 2
Years

(n=1661)

2 up to 5
Years

(n=5244)

5 up to 10
Years

(n=3460)

10 up to
15 Years
(n=1704)

15 up to
20 Years
(n=1086)

20 up to
40 Years
(n=2334)

40+ Years
(n=1414)

Life
(n=1539)

18 to 24 8.49% 11.64% 12.65% 12.42% 11.20% 9.12% 6.45% 5.16% 3.87% 2.49% 2.12% 0.32%

25 to 29 19.01% 17.98% 20.04% 20.77% 18.66% 17.68% 14.86% 10.62% 12.52% 9.64% 12.16% 1.36%

30 to 35 20.88% 22.07% 19.57% 20.21% 20.35% 19.68% 18.50% 17.96% 16.67% 18.98% 20.30% 3.12%

36 to 40 13.50% 15.46% 14.85% 14.57% 14.81% 15.16% 15.17% 16.08% 15.56% 20.01% 21.50% 6.24%

41 to 45 9.30% 11.12% 11.35% 10.55% 11.80% 12.59% 13.27% 15.49% 14.92% 17.35% 15.91% 11.76%

46 to 49 8.19% 8.43% 7.17% 8.40% 9.21% 9.21% 11.16% 10.39% 12.71% 10.75% 9.41% 15.92%

50 to 55 8.09% 5.92% 6.34% 5.70% 5.72% 6.45% 7.83% 9.39% 10.31% 8.10% 7.00% 15.46%

56 to 64 9.45% 5.72% 6.09% 5.14% 6.38% 7.34% 9.25% 10.92% 9.21% 8.70% 7.50% 30.54%

65 and Older 3.08% 1.66% 1.95% 2.24% 1.87% 2.78% 3.53% 3.99% 4.24% 3.98% 4.10% 15.27%
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Section Four: Detailed Profile of 
Incarcerated People by Estimated Age 
at Custody 
Estimated Age at Custody represents the age of an incarcerated person when they were likely 

taken into custody for their holding offense. The term ‘Estimated Age at Custody’ is used 

interchangeably with ‘Estimated Age at Time of Offense.’ 

 

The graph that follows illustrates the estimated age of people at custody/time of offense, grouped 

into categories, for the entire IDOC prison population as of December 31, 2021. It is to be used 

as reference for comparisons between the size of these groups across the IDOC prison population 

versus the size of these groups within the categories included in the graphs within this section. 

The reference graph below is identical to graph 2, but the groups are color coded to match how 

they are represented in the subsequent graphs within this section. 

 

Estimated Age at Custody (n = 29,111) 

 

  

1163
4.00%

8734
30.00%

5252
18.04%

4994
17.16%

3199
10.99%

3415
11.73%

2354
8.09%

17 and Under 18 to 24 25 to 29 30 to 35 36 to 40 41 to 49 50 and Over
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Demographic Characteristics of Incarcerated 
People Parsed by Estimated Age at Custody  

22. Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31, 2020* Parsed by 

Estimated Age at Custody (n= 29,111) 

 
* Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31, 2020 (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

Of the people included in the cohort who are 65 or older, 58.08% were 50 or older when they 

committed their holding offense and 8.65% were 29 or younger when they committed their holding 

offense. Of the largest age cohort (30 – 35), approximately two-thirds (67.84%) were 25 to 35 

years old when they committed their holding offense. Of the youngest age cohort (18 – 24), the 

majority (86.71%) were 18 to 24 years old when they committed their holding offense. The 

remainder (13.29%) of the 18 to 24 cohort were 17 or younger when they committed their holding 

offense. 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

18 to 24 (n=2317)

25 to 29 (n=4516)

30 to 35 (n=5417)

36 to 40 (n=4439)

41 to 45 (n=3687)

46 to 49 (n=2831)

50 to 55 (n=2198)

56 to 64 (n=2588)

65 and Older (n=1064)

18 to 24
(n=2317)

25 to 29
(n=4516)

30 to 35
(n=5417)

36 to 40
(n=4439)

41 to 45
(n=3687)

46 to 49
(n=2831)

50 to 55
(n=2198)

56 to 64
(n=2588)

65 and
Older

(n=1064)

17 and Under 13.29% 7.15% 4.20% 3.74% 2.39% 1.02% 0.50% 0.23% 0.19%

18 to 24 86.71% 61.29% 27.95% 21.90% 18.96% 13.18% 8.28% 6.68% 2.73%

25 to 29 31.55% 35.73% 15.09% 13.29% 10.81% 8.19% 6.38% 5.73%

30 to 35 32.11% 35.71% 18.23% 12.79% 12.15% 10.16% 8.27%

36 to 40 23.56% 29.05% 16.35% 11.83% 9.78% 9.96%

41 to 49 18.09% 45.60% 34.21% 21.06% 15.04%

50 and Over 0.25% 24.84% 45.71% 58.08%
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23. Estimated Age at Release* Parsed by Estimated Age at Custody (n = 

28,682) 

 
* Estimated Age at Release (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

Nearly half (48.04%) of people were 18 to 29 years old when they committed/were taken into 

custody for their holding offense. Of the people who will be 65 or older upon release, over one-

fifth (23.45%) were 18 to 24 at time of offense/custody. Of the people serving a life sentence who 

will never leave prison, one-third (33.27%) were 18 to 24 at time of offense/custody. Of the people 

who will be 80 or older upon release, 17.46% were 25 to 29 at time of offense/custody. Nearly 

one-fifth (19.69%) of people sentenced to life in prison were 25 to 29 at time of offense/custody. 

 

The following two graphs provide a detailed breakdown of estimated age at release for the 

largest two cohorts of people for “Estimated Age at Custody,” the ‘18 to 23’ and ‘24 to 29’ 

estimated age at custody groups. 

 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

18 to 24 (n=1174)

25 to 29 (n=3016)

30 to 35 (n=4237)

36 to 40 (n=3328)

41 to 45 (n=3028)

46 to 49 (n=2051)

50 to 64 (n=5745)

65 to 79 (n=2691)

80 and Over (n=1873)

Life (n=1539)

18 to 24
(n=1174)

25 to 29
(n=3016)

30 to 35
(n=4237)

36 to 40
(n=3328)

41 to 45
(n=3028)

46 to 49
(n=2051)

50 to 64
(n=5745)

65 to 79
(n=2691)

80 and
Over

(n=1873)

Life
(n=1539)

17 and Under 7.92% 6.13% 3.80% 4.36% 5.55% 3.95% 2.99% 2.82% 1.49% 1.69%

18 to 24 92.08% 68.44% 31.46% 17.13% 17.80% 21.36% 17.74% 23.15% 23.87% 33.27%

25 to 29 25.43% 40.08% 18.42% 11.03% 10.34% 10.20% 13.23% 17.46% 19.69%

30 to 35 24.66% 43.18% 20.05% 13.60% 11.91% 11.15% 16.60% 17.54%

36 to 40 16.92% 33.29% 16.04% 10.25% 9.03% 11.69% 13.19%

41 to 49 12.29% 34.71% 24.86% 15.87% 13.35% 10.14%

50 and Over 22.05% 24.75% 15.54% 4.48%
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23a. Estimated Age at Release for Incarcerated People who Committed 

Holding Offense Between the Age of 18 and 24* (n = 8,626) 

 
* Some people in the “Estimated Age at Custody: 18 to 24” group (n = 108) are not included because IDOC does not 

list a projected release date for them. 

 

Of the group of people who are imprisoned for a holding offense committed when they were 18 

to 24 years old, 29.29% will be released from prison when they are 46 or older, meaning that at 

a minimum, they will serve over two decades in prison prior to release. Additionally, 5.94% of 

people who are estimated to have committed their holding offense at age 18 to 24 will serve the 

remainder of their life in prison. 

 

23b. Estimated Age at Release for Incarcerated People who Committed 

Holding Offense Between the Age of 25 and 29* (n = 5,196) 

 
* Some people in the “Estimated Age at Custody: 25 to 29” group (n = 56) are not included because IDOC does not list 

a projected release date for them. 
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6.25%

5.08%

11.81%

7.22%

5.18%

5.94%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

18 to 24 (n=1081)

25 to 29 (n=2064)
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80 and Over (n=327)

Life (n=303)
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Of the group of incarcerated people who are imprisoned for a holding offense committed when 

they were 25 to 29 years old, 28.50% will be released from prison when they are 46 or older, 

meaning that at a minimum, they will serve 16 years in prison prior to release. Additionally, 5.83% 

of people who are estimated to have committed their holding offense at age 25 to 29 will serve 

the remainder of their life in prison. 

 

24. Gender* Parsed by Estimated Age at Custody (n = 29,111) 

 
* Gender (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

The graph above indicates that the proportion of males who were 24 or younger at time of 

offense/custody is significantly higher than the proportion of females who were 24 or younger at 

time of offense/custody. However, this dynamic shifts for the three age at offense/custody groups 

of ‘25 to 29,’ ‘30 to 35,’ ‘36 to 40,’ and ‘41 to 49,’ where the proportion of females are higher than 

the male counterparts. The proportion of males and females who committed their holding offense 

at age 50 or older are nearly equal. 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Female (n=1413)

Male (n=27698)

Female (n=1413) Male (n=27698)

17 and Under 1.20% 4.14%

18 to 24 22.43% 30.39%

25 to 29 19.60% 17.96%

30 to 35 22.08% 16.90%

36 to 40 13.73% 10.85%

41 to 49 13.38% 11.65%

50 and Over 7.57% 8.11%
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25. Race* Parsed by Estimated Age at Custody (n = 28,860) 

 
* Race (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

The graph above illustrates substantial disparities in the age at offense/custody between whites 

and nonwhites. 59.81% of Black incarcerated people were 29 or younger at time of 

offense/custody, and most (68.50%) of these people were 24 or younger. The figures are similar 

for the Hispanic incarcerated population. Of Hispanics, 56.53% were 29 or younger at time of 

offense/custody, and most (69.15%) of these people were 24 or younger. In comparison, a much 

smaller proportion (36.73%) of incarcerated people who are white were 29 or younger at time of 

offense/custody, and over half (54.15%) of these were 24 or younger. These figures should be 

contemplated with the fact that approximately half of IDOC’s prison population (52.04%) was 29 

or younger at time of custody/offense in mind. 

 

The disparity in in age at offense/custody between whites and nonwhites reverses for people who 

were 30 or older than at time of offense/custody. Of people who identified as white, 42.55% were 

36 or older at time of offense/custody, and nearly two-thirds (65.99%) were 41 or older. In 

comparison, a much smaller proportion of black (24.64%) and Hispanic (28.25%) people were 36 

or older at time of offense/custody. The proportion of whites who were over 50 at time of 

offense/offense is nearly double the proportion of blacks and Hispanics who were over 50 at time 

of offense/custody. 

 

 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Black (n=15824)

White (n=9234)

Hispanic (n=3802)

Black (n=15824) White (n=9234) Hispanic (n=3802)

17 and Under 5.13% 1.22% 6.13%

18 to 24 35.84% 18.67% 32.96%

25 to 29 18.84% 16.84% 17.44%

30 to 35 15.55% 20.72% 15.23%

36 to 40 9.17% 14.47% 10.36%

41 to 49 9.64% 15.81% 10.55%

50 and Over 5.83% 12.27% 7.34%



PROFILE OF IDOC’S PRISON POPULATION AS OF 12/31/2020  28 

Legal Characteristics of Incarcerated People 
Parsed by Estimated Age at Custody  

26. Admission Type—Recidivism* Parsed by Estimated Age at Custody (n = 

29,111) 

 
* Admission Type—Recidivism (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

Of the four JHA recidivism categories, ‘First IDOC Sentence’ has the highest proportion (64.28%) 

of people who were 29 or younger at time of offense/custody, and the majority (76.17%) were 24 

or younger. Of people who are serving a second or subsequent IDOC sentence, two-fifths 

(41.09%) were 29 or younger at time of offense/custody, and 49.19% were 24 or younger. 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

First IDOC Sentence (n=13071)

Second/+ IDOC Sentence (n=11749)

Technical MSR/Parole Violator (n=2485)

Unknown (n=1806)

First IDOC Sentence
(n=13071)

Second/+ IDOC Sentence
(n=11749)

Technical MSR/Parole
Violator (n=2485)

Unknown (n=1806)

17 and Under 7.93% 0.34% 2.74% 1.00%

18 to 24 41.03% 19.87% 26.84% 20.49%

25 to 29 15.32% 20.88% 18.11% 19.16%

30 to 35 12.34% 21.77% 17.42% 21.59%

36 to 40 7.95% 14.06% 10.78% 13.29%

41 to 49 8.55% 14.67% 12.64% 14.40%

50 and Over 6.87% 8.42% 11.47% 10.08%
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27. JHA Offense Type* Parsed by Estimated Age at Custody (n = 29,111) 

 

* JHA Offense Type (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

The proportion of incarcerated people who were 29 or younger at time of offense/custody is very 

high for ‘Person’ and ‘Firearm/Weapon’ offenses relative to the other JHA offense type categories. 

These figures should be contemplated keeping in mind that the majority (60.14%) of holding 

offenses is a ‘Person’ or ‘Firearm/Weapons’ offense type. 

 

Of the people whose holding offense is classified by JHA as being a person offense resulting in 

death or physical injury, the majority (69.81%) were 29 or younger at time of offense/custody, and 

most (72.86%) were 24 or younger. Of the people whose holding offense is classified by JHA as 

being a person offense where it is unclear that the offense resulted in death or physical injury, the 

majority (60.58%) were 29 or younger at time of offense/custody, and most (70.19%) were 24 or 

younger. Of the people whose holding offense is classified by JHA as being a firearm/weapons 

offense, over half (55.12%) were 29 or younger at time of offense/custody, and over half (51.54%) 
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were 24 or younger. In comparison, the proportion of people who were 29 or younger at time of 

offense/custody whose holding offense is classified by JHA to be a sex, property, or drug offense 

does not exceed 36% for any category, and the proportion who were 24 or younger and 

imprisoned for such offenses does not exceed 25%. 

 

Of the people whose holding offense is classified by JHA to be a person or firearm/weapon 

offense and were 24 or younger at time of offense/custody (n = 7,911), most (60.7%) were 

sentenced in Cook County. 

 

Of the people whose holding offense is classified by JHA as being a sex offense, the majority 

(64.25%) were 30 or older at time of offense/custody, and over one-fifth (22.35%) were 50 or older 

at time of offense/custody. 

 

28. Felony Class of Holding Offense* Parsed by Estimated Age at Custody (n 

= 28,951) 

 
* Felony Class of Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

Of the people whose felony class of holding offense is murder (Class M), the majority (72.35%) 

were 29 or younger at time of offense/custody, and most (74.18%) were 24 or younger. Also, of 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Murder (n=6382)

Class X (n=10452)

Class 1 (n=3937)

Class 2 (n=4883)

Class 3 (n=1977)

Class 4 (n=1320)

Murder (n=6382) Class X (n=10452) Class 1 (n=3937) Class 2 (n=4883) Class 3 (n=1977) Class 4 (n=1320)

17 and Under 8.84% 4.79% 1.88% 0.31% 0.25% 0.00%

18 to 24 44.83% 31.42% 27.10% 19.86% 17.35% 13.03%

25 to 29 18.68% 17.46% 16.81% 19.43% 18.77% 17.80%

30 to 35 12.32% 16.66% 17.96% 21.01% 21.24% 21.74%

36 to 40 6.46% 10.97% 11.86% 13.17% 14.16% 17.50%

41 to 49 6.17% 10.96% 14.63% 15.18% 15.83% 16.67%

50 and Over 2.71% 7.73% 9.75% 11.04% 12.39% 13.26%
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people whose felony class of holding offense is murder, 8.84% were 17 or younger at time of 

offense/custody. 

 

Of the people whose felony class of holding offense is Class X (35.90% of IDOC’s population), 

over half (53.67%) were 29 or younger at time of offense/custody, and the majority (67.47%) were 

24 or younger at time of offense/custody. 501 people, 4.79% of those whose felony class of 

holding offense is Class X, were 17 or younger at time of offense/custody. 

 

29. Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense* Parsed 

by Estimated Age at Custody (n = 27,414) 

 
* Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

2 Years or Less (n=1009)

>2 thru 5 Years (n=5019)

>5 thru 10 Years (n=7431)

>10 thru 20 Years (n=5980)

>20 thru 40 Years (n=4844)

More than 40 Years (n=3131)

2 Years or Less
(n=1009)

>2 thru 5 Years
(n=5019)

>5 thru 10 Years
(n=7431)

>10 thru 20
Years (n=5980)

>20 thru 40
Years (n=4844)

More than 40
Years (n=3131)

17 and Under 0.00% 0.42% 2.46% 5.08% 8.34% 7.06%

18 to 24 17.15% 22.93% 25.16% 30.18% 37.51% 43.72%

25 to 29 17.54% 19.31% 18.10% 16.59% 17.03% 19.90%

30 to 35 21.41% 20.64% 18.21% 16.39% 13.60% 14.47%

36 to 40 16.35% 13.09% 11.65% 10.57% 9.39% 6.52%

41 to 49 14.37% 13.21% 13.87% 12.47% 9.62% 5.84%

50 and Over 13.18% 10.40% 10.54% 8.71% 4.50% 2.49%
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30. Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense 

After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied* Parsed by Estimated Age at 

Custody (n = 27,414) 

 
* Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier 

Applied (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

2 Years or Less (n=4246)

>2 thru 5 Years (n=6151)

>5 thru 10 Years (n=5591)

>10 thru 20 Years (n=4949)

>20 thru 40 Years (n=4411)

More than 40 Years (n=2066)

2 Years or Less
(n=4246)

>2 thru 5 Years
(n=6151)

>5 thru 10 Years
(n=5591)

>10 thru 20
Years (n=4949)

>20 thru 40
Years (n=4411)

More than 40
Years (n=2066)

17 and Under 0.26% 0.78% 3.72% 6.71% 9.75% 5.03%

18 to 24 21.20% 22.87% 29.85% 31.32% 39.38% 44.63%

25 to 29 18.98% 18.78% 16.85% 17.15% 16.75% 21.30%

30 to 35 20.80% 19.56% 16.83% 15.46% 14.28% 13.31%

36 to 40 14.01% 12.50% 10.70% 10.51% 8.09% 6.78%

41 to 49 13.66% 14.42% 12.82% 11.36% 8.18% 6.15%

50 and Over 11.09% 11.09% 9.23% 7.50% 3.56% 2.81%
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31. Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense* Parsed by 

Estimated Age at Custody (n = 28,953) 

 
* Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

32. Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits for 

Holding Offense* Parsed by Estimated Age at Custody (n = 29,111) 

 
* Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

50% (n=14287)

75% (n=348)

85% (n=8670)

100% (n=4109)

Life (n=1539)

50% (n=14287) 75% (n=348) 85% (n=8670) 100% (n=4109) Life (n=1539)

17 and Under 2.06% 0.00% 5.06% 9.71% 1.69%

18 to 24 26.59% 13.79% 28.44% 45.56% 33.27%

25 to 29 18.14% 17.53% 17.64% 18.25% 19.69%

30 to 35 18.46% 27.01% 17.28% 11.37% 17.54%

36 to 40 12.01% 18.97% 11.18% 5.55% 13.19%

41 to 49 13.16% 16.09% 11.83% 6.62% 10.14%

50 and Over 9.58% 6.61% 8.57% 2.94% 4.48%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No (n=15737)

Yes (n=13374)

No (n=15737) Yes (n=13374)

17 and Under 5.56% 2.15%

18 to 24 32.15% 27.48%

25 to 29 17.76% 18.37%

30 to 35 15.98% 18.54%

36 to 40 10.05% 12.10%

41 to 49 10.90% 12.71%

50 and Over 7.61% 8.64%
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33. County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional* 

Parsed by Estimated Age at Custody (n = 29,110) 

 
* County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (columns in table) total to 100% 

Section Five: Detailed Profile of 
Incarcerated People by Race 
There are more racial identity values in the IDOC Prison Population data set dated December 31, 

2020 than is represented by the JHA “Race” variable. We condensed the following racial identities 

into a single ‘Other’ category (n = 251), as the percentage of IDOC’s population represented by 

each is close to zero percent: American Indian, Asian, Bi-Racial, and Unknown. When generating 

bivariate tables and graphs presented in this profile, JHA does not use the ‘Other’ category due 

to the small number of incarcerated people counted as ‘Other’ and the values included in ‘Other’ 

are unrelated. 

 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Cook (n=12723)

Chicago Metro--Suburbs (n=3379)

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs (n=1498)

North IL--N of I80 (n=2744)

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 (n=6562)

South IL--S of I70 (n=2204)

Cook (n=12723)
Chicago Metro--

Suburbs
(n=3379)

St. Louis Metro--
Suburbs
(n=1498)

North IL--N of
I80 (n=2744)

Central IL--Btwn
I80 & I70
(n=6562)

South IL--S of
I70 (n=2204)

17 and Under 5.88% 3.11% 4.14% 2.41% 2.35% 1.27%

18 to 24 36.89% 26.19% 28.77% 24.82% 24.17% 20.69%

25 to 29 18.27% 17.25% 17.09% 17.82% 18.39% 17.83%

30 to 35 14.70% 17.16% 18.42% 18.77% 19.73% 20.78%

36 to 40 8.50% 13.02% 10.55% 13.70% 12.85% 13.61%

41 to 49 9.63% 12.55% 12.68% 11.99% 13.90% 15.20%

50 and Over 6.13% 10.71% 8.34% 10.50% 8.61% 10.62%
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To compare the racial composition of IDOC’s prison population to the racial categories 

represented within the graphs within this section, the racial composition of IDOC’s prison 

population with the ‘Other’ category excluded (n = 28,860) is as follows: 

 

Demographic Characteristics of Incarcerated 
People Parsed by Race  

34. Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31, 2020* Parsed by Race (n 

= 28,860) 

 
* Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31, 2020 (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

15824
54.83%

9234
32.00%

3802
13.17%

Black White Hispanic

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

18 to 24 (n=2279)

25 to 29 (n=4476)

30 to 35 (n=5414)

36 to 40 (n=4410)

41 to 45 (n=3664)

46 to 49 (n=2811)

50 to 55 (n=2182)

56 to 64 (n=2572)

65 and Older (n=1052)

18 to 24
(n=2279)

25 to 29
(n=4476)

30 to 35
(n=5414)

36 to 40
(n=4410)

41 to 45
(n=3664)

46 to 49
(n=2811)

50 to 55
(n=2182)

56 to 64
(n=2572)

65 and
Older

(n=1052)

Black 63.23% 61.28% 55.02% 52.22% 52.73% 54.04% 52.61% 50.66% 43.35%

White 24.09% 25.27% 31.23% 33.51% 32.31% 33.37% 35.33% 39.39% 45.53%

Hispanic 12.68% 13.45% 13.74% 14.26% 14.96% 12.59% 12.05% 9.95% 11.12%
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35. Estimated Age at Custody* Parsed by Race (n = 28,860) 

 
* Estimated Age at Custody (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

36. Estimated Age at Release* Parsed by Race (n = 28,436) 

 
* Estimated Age at Release (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

17 and Under (n=1157)

18 to 24 (n=8649)

25 to 29 (n=5199)

30 to 35 (n=4953)

36 to 40 (n=3181)

41 to 49 (n=3387)

50 and Over (n=2334)

17 and Under
(n=1157)

18 to 24
(n=8649)

25 to 29
(n=5199)

30 to 35
(n=4953)

36 to 40
(n=3181)

41 to 49
(n=3387)

50 and Over
(n=2334)

Black 70.10% 65.58% 57.34% 49.69% 45.61% 45.05% 39.50%

White 9.77% 19.93% 29.91% 38.62% 42.00% 43.11% 48.54%

Hispanic 20.14% 14.49% 12.75% 11.69% 12.39% 11.84% 11.95%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

18 to 24 (n=1149)

25 to 29 (n=2988)

30 to 35 (n=4191)

36 to 40 (n=3298)

41 to 45 (n=3007)

46 to 49 (n=2037)

50 to 64 (n=5705)

65 to 79 (n=2672)

80 and Over (n=1857)

Life (n=1532)

18 to 24
(n=1149)

25 to 29
(n=2988)

30 to 35
(n=4191)

36 to 40
(n=3298)

41 to 45
(n=3007)

46 to 49
(n=2037)

50 to 64
(n=5705)

65 to 79
(n=2672)

80 and
Over

(n=1857)

Life
(n=1532)

Black 62.58% 59.27% 55.98% 50.58% 49.58% 54.10% 53.15% 52.96% 61.07% 66.58%

White 25.15% 28.65% 32.00% 37.17% 35.52% 30.29% 32.83% 30.76% 28.06% 25.13%

Hispanic 12.27% 12.08% 12.03% 12.25% 14.90% 15.61% 14.02% 16.28% 10.88% 8.29%
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37. Gender* Parsed by Race (n = 28,860) 

 
* Gender (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

Legal Characteristics of Incarcerated People 
Parsed by Race  

38. Admission Type—Recidivism* Parsed by Race (n = 28,860) 

 
* Admission Type—Recidivism (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Female (n=1363)

Male (n=27497)

Female (n=1363) Male (n=27497)

Black 33.90% 55.87%

White 57.59% 30.73%

Hispanic 8.51% 13.41%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

First IDOC Sentence (n=12898)

Second/+ IDOC Sentence (n=11715)

Technical MSR/Parole Violator (n=2465)

Unknown (n=1782)

First IDOC Sentence
(n=12898)

Second/+ IDOC Sentence
(n=11715)

Technical MSR/Parole
Violator (n=2465)

Unknown (n=1782)

Black 46.70% 65.99% 53.31% 42.37%

White 33.66% 26.38% 36.15% 51.18%

Hispanic 19.64% 7.63% 10.55% 6.45%
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39. JHA Offense Type* Parsed by Race (n = 28,860) 

 

* JHA Offense Type (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

40. Felony Class of Holding Offense* Parsed by Race (n = 28,701) 

 
* Felony Class of Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Murder (n=6329)

Class X (n=10381)

Class 1 (n=3893)

Class 2 (n=4836)

Class 3 (n=1954)

Class 4 (n=1308)

Murder (n=6329) Class X (n=10381) Class 1 (n=3893) Class 2 (n=4836) Class 3 (n=1954) Class 4 (n=1308)

Black 65.62% 57.48% 50.60% 48.26% 40.99% 43.81%

White 19.43% 25.97% 36.12% 43.18% 53.74% 48.39%

Hispanic 14.95% 16.55% 13.28% 8.56% 5.27% 7.80%
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41. Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense* Parsed 

by Race (n = 27,171) 

 
* Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

42. Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding 

Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied* Parsed by Race (n = 

27,167) 

 
* Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier 

Applied (columns in table) total to 100% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

2 Years or Less (n=993)

>2 thru 5 Years (n=4956)

>5 thru 10 Years (n=7369)

>10 thru 20 Years (n=5930)

>20 thru 40 Years (n=4814)

More than 40 Years (n=3109)

2 Years or Less
(n=993)

>2 thru 5 Years
(n=4956)

>5 thru 10 Years
(n=7369)

>10 thru 20 Years
(n=5930)

>20 thru 40 Years
(n=4814)

More than 40
Years (n=3109)

Black 42.50% 40.31% 52.61% 55.13% 64.37% 68.03%

White 49.85% 50.89% 33.22% 28.45% 20.65% 18.40%

Hispanic 7.65% 8.80% 14.17% 16.42% 14.98% 13.57%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

2 Years or Less (n=4194)

>2 thru 5 Years (n=6093)

>5 thru 10 Years (n=5541)

>10 thru 20 Years (n=4911)

>20 thru 40 Years (n=4379)

More than 40 Years (n=2049)

2 Years or Less
(n=4194)

>2 thru 5 Years
(n=6093)

>5 thru 10 Years
(n=5541)

>10 thru 20 Years
(n=4911)

>20 thru 40 Years
(n=4379)

More than 40
Years (n=2049)

Black 40.77% 50.37% 55.24% 56.89% 63.05% 67.50%

White 51.62% 39.49% 28.66% 25.60% 21.24% 18.16%

Hispanic 7.61% 10.14% 16.10% 17.51% 15.71% 14.35%
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43. Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense* Parsed by Race (n 

= 28,703) 

 
* Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

44. Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits for 

Holding Offense* Parsed by Race (n = 28,860) 

 
* Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

50% (n=14162)

75% (n=342)

85% (n=8598)

100% (n=4069)

Life (n=1532)

50% (n=14162) 75% (n=342) 85% (n=8598) 100% (n=4069) Life (n=1532)

Black 53.74% 30.41% 51.15% 65.57% 66.58%

White 37.32% 38.01% 30.29% 17.18% 25.13%

Hispanic 8.95% 31.58% 18.56% 17.25% 8.29%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No (n=15602)

Yes (n=13258)

No (n=15602) Yes (n=13258)

Black 54.46% 55.26%

White 29.09% 35.42%

Hispanic 16.45% 9.32%
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45. County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional* 

Parsed by Race (n = 28,859) 

 
* County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (columns in table) total to 100% 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Cook (n=12617)

Chicago Metro--Suburbs (n=3338)

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs (n=1490)

North IL--N of I80 (n=2719)

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 (n=6512)

South IL--S of I70 (n=2183)

Cook (n=12617)
Chicago Metro--

Suburbs
(n=3338)

St. Louis Metro--
Suburbs (n=1490)

North IL--N of
I80 (n=2719)

Central IL--Btwn
I80 & I70
(n=6512)

South IL--S of I70
(n=2183)

Black 73.16% 40.80% 55.97% 40.53% 44.06% 19.51%

White 8.32% 31.22% 42.68% 49.14% 52.93% 78.88%

Hispanic 18.51% 27.98% 1.34% 10.33% 3.01% 1.60%
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Section Six: Detailed Profile of 
Incarcerated People by JHA Offense 
Type 
Offense Type indicates the nature of the criminal offense listed as a person’s holding offense. 

JHA and IDOC do not use a uniform definition for offense types, as IDOC possesses more 

information about incarcerated people and the criminal offenses that resulted in their incarceration 

than is made available to the public in the IDOC population data sets. JHA classifies criminal 

offenses by offense type using the plain language of the statute describing each offense and court 

findings (example: court finding of great bodily harm). For a description of each JHA Offense 

Type, see this Methodology document. 

 

The graph immediately following this paragraph illustrates the offense type of people’s holding 

offense, grouped into categories, for the entire IDOC prison population as of December 31, 2021. 

It is to be used as reference for comparisons between the size of these groups across the IDOC 

prison population versus the size of these groups within the categories included in the graphs 

within this section. The reference graph below is identical to graph 8, but the groups are color 

coded to match how they are represented in the subsequent graphs within this section. 

 

JHA Offense Type of Holding Offense* (n = 29,111) 

 

363 (1.25%)

407 (1.40%)

493 (1.69%)

2003 (6.88%)

2467 (8.47%)

2972 (10.21%)

4902 (16.84%)

6507 (22.35%)

8997
(30.91%)

State/Other

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury

Firearm/Weapon

Property

Drug

Sex

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear

Person--Death/Physical Injury

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5beab48285ede1f7e8102102/t/615ca56b579e971097fb8dcd/1633461612171/Methodology+II+MSR+Included.pdf
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* Categories within the above graph were created by JHA using individual offenses as listed within the IDOC data set. 

A listing of individual offenses included within each JHA created offense type can be found here. 

Demographic Characteristics of Incarcerated 
People Parsed by JHA Offense Type  

46. Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31, 2020* Parsed by JHA 

Offense Type (n = 29,111) 

 

* Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31, 2020 (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

18 to 24 (n=2317)

25 to 29 (n=4516)

30 to 35 (n=5471)

36 to 40 (n=4439)

41 to 45 (n=3687)

46 to 49 (n=2831)

50 to 55 (n=2198)

56 to 64 (n=2588)

65 and Older (n=1064)

18 to 24
(n=2317)

25 to 29
(n=4516)

30 to 35
(n=5471)

36 to 40
(n=4439)

41 to 45
(n=3687)

46 to 49
(n=2831)

50 to 55
(n=2198)

56 to 64
(n=2588)

65 and
Older

(n=1064)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 17.26% 24.40% 27.65% 35.41% 37.27% 35.11% 32.26% 35.59% 38.72%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 39.75% 33.10% 24.68% 17.91% 15.87% 16.81% 16.79% 15.30% 11.28%

Sex 7.73% 9.06% 13.73% 15.07% 18.06% 19.64% 25.39% 26.82% 39.47%

Drug 8.03% 10.16% 12.12% 12.19% 11.77% 10.81% 8.28% 6.45% 3.20%

Property 12.95% 9.01% 8.13% 8.00% 7.27% 8.41% 9.78% 7.69% 3.76%

Firearm/Weapon 11.61% 11.45% 9.45% 6.47% 5.26% 3.92% 2.59% 1.78% 0.47%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 0.17% 0.47% 1.17% 2.25% 2.03% 2.44% 2.32% 3.52% 1.69%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 0.78% 0.75% 1.37% 1.26% 1.55% 1.84% 1.96% 2.24% 1.32%

State/Other 1.73% 1.59% 1.70% 1.44% 0.92% 1.02% 0.64% 0.62% 0.09%

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5beab48285ede1f7e8102102/t/60f9ab3d86727324272d83ba/1626975037508/JHA+Offenses+by+Offense+Type+12-31-20+Prison+Profile+R.pdf
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47. Estimated Age at Custody* Parsed by JHA Offense Type (n = 29,111) 

 
* Estimated Age at Custody (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

17 and Under (n=1163)

18 to 24 (n=8734)

25 to 29 (n=5252)

30 to 35 (n=4994)

36 to 40 (n=3199)

41 to 49 (n=3415)

50 and Over (n=2354)

17 and
Under

(n=1163)

18 to 24
(n=8734)

25 to 29
(n=5252)

30 to 35
(n=4994)

36 to 40
(n=3199)

41 to 49
(n=3415)

50 and
Over

(n=2354)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 64.83% 43.76% 32.46% 23.85% 19.88% 17.45% 12.45%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 21.93% 28.76% 22.37% 19.42% 19.60% 17.75% 15.38%

Sex 12.47% 9.85% 14.22% 19.08% 21.32% 23.75% 29.91%

Drug 0.00% 4.13% 10.78% 14.70% 15.72% 15.43% 11.94%

Property 0.69% 5.62% 7.20% 9.43% 10.19% 12.94% 14.91%

Firearm/Weapon 0.00% 6.51% 10.19% 8.55% 7.03% 5.21% 2.93%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 0.00% 0.14% 0.51% 1.56% 3.13% 3.48% 6.67%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 0.00% 0.34% 0.84% 1.60% 1.56% 2.78% 4.59%

State/Other 0.09% 0.88% 1.43% 1.80% 1.56% 1.20% 1.23%
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48. Estimated Age at Release* Parsed by JHA Offense Type (n = 28,682) 

 

* Estimated Age at Release (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

18 to 24 (n=1174)

25 to 29 (n=3016)

30 to 35 (n=4237)

36 to 40 (n=3328)

41 to 45 (n=3028)

46 to 49 (n=2051)

50 to 64 (n=5745)

65 to 79 (n=2691)

80 and Over (n=1873)

Life (n=1539)

18 to 24
(n=1174)

25 to 29
(n=3016)

30 to 35
(n=4237)

36 to 40
(n=3328)

41 to 45
(n=3028)

46 to 49
(n=2051)

50 to 64
(n=5745)

65 to 79
(n=2691)

80 and
Over

(n=1873)

Life
(n=1539)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 6.47% 13.23% 16.33% 19.74% 24.60% 29.60% 33.00% 51.91% 68.87% 80.38%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 39.44% 36.31% 31.81% 24.88% 21.40% 21.26% 18.75% 12.63% 7.74% 8.25%

Sex 4.86% 6.73% 9.39% 13.04% 16.05% 16.77% 21.32% 27.65% 22.48% 10.53%

Drug 8.86% 12.63% 14.85% 16.02% 14.80% 13.60% 8.89% 2.86% 0.21% 0.39%

Property 20.02% 12.60% 10.43% 10.64% 9.54% 8.34% 9.09% 2.49% 0.37% 0.00%

Firearm/Weapon 16.10% 14.69% 12.11% 9.65% 7.40% 5.31% 3.15% 0.71% 0.11% 0.13%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 0.17% 0.60% 1.32% 2.58% 2.91% 2.05% 3.06% 0.93% 0.00% 0.00%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 1.28% 1.06% 1.65% 1.77% 1.82% 2.00% 2.00% 0.71% 0.05% 0.00%

State/Other 2.81% 2.16% 2.10% 1.68% 1.49% 1.07% 0.73% 0.11% 0.16% 0.32%
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49. Gender* Parsed by JHA Offense Type (n = 29,111) 

 
* Gender (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

50. Race Parsed by JHA Offense Type (n = 28,860) 

 
* Race (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Female (n=1413)

Male (n=27698)

Female (n=1413) Male (n=27698)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 37.72% 30.56%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 15.85% 22.68%

Sex 3.11% 17.54%

Drug 20.59% 9.68%

Property 15.15% 8.13%

Firearm/Weapon 1.98% 7.13%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 2.55% 1.65%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 0.21% 1.46%

State/Other 2.83% 1.17%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Black (n=15824)

White (n=9234)

Hispanic (n=3802)

Black (n=15824) White (n=9234) Hispanic (n=3802)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 35.91% 21.12% 33.85%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 26.75% 16.00% 19.52%

Sex 10.14% 24.43% 26.33%

Drug 7.87% 14.86% 8.60%

Property 6.51% 13.57% 4.26%

Firearm/Weapon 9.91% 2.91% 4.02%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 0.83% 3.01% 2.05%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 1.04% 2.33% 0.58%

State/Other 1.04% 1.78% 0.79%
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Legal Characteristics of Incarcerated People 
Parsed by JHA Offense Type  

51. Admission Type—Recidivism* Parsed by JHA Offense Type (n = 29,111) 

 
* Admission Type—Recidivism (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

First IDOC Sentence (n=13071)

Second/+ IDOC Sentence
(n=11749)

Technical MSR/Parole Violator
(n=2485)

Unknown (n=1806)

First IDOC
Sentence

(n=13071)

Second/+ IDOC
Sentence

(n=11749)

Technical
MSR/Parole

Violator (n=2485)

Unknown
(n=1806)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 41.24% 26.53% 8.73% 15.06%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 20.65% 24.29% 24.99% 18.44%

Sex 23.14% 9.81% 24.10% 6.92%

Drug 6.67% 12.89% 8.25% 21.04%

Property 4.31% 9.85% 13.60% 22.65%

Firearm/Weapon 2.13% 11.18% 11.19% 7.36%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 1.03% 2.14% 1.33% 4.04%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 0.22% 1.69% 6.24% 1.33%

State/Other 0.60% 1.61% 1.57% 3.16%



PROFILE OF IDOC’S PRISON POPULATION AS OF 12/31/2020  48 

52. Felony Class of Holding Offense* Parsed by JHA Offense Type (n = 

28,951) 

 
* Felony Class of Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Murder (n=6382)

Class X (n=10452)

Class 1 (n=3937)

Class 2 (n=4883)

Class 3 (n=1977)

Class 4 (n=1320)

Murder
(n=6382)

Class X
(n=10452)

Class 1
(n=3937)

Class 2
(n=4883)

Class 3
(n=1977)

Class 4
(n=1320)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 100.00% 15.77% 6.81% 6.70% 8.45% 15.53%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 35.95% 26.14% 22.75% 16.64% 21.14%

Sex 32.34% 21.41% 9.46% 1.57% 2.12%

Drug 8.23% 23.85% 10.30% 22.00% 17.80%

Property 0.73% 18.29% 21.73% 21.80% 13.56%

Firearm/Weapon 6.29% 0.48% 19.62% 15.43% 4.85%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 0.57% 1.60% 3.79% 0.86% 12.73%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 0.01% 0.00% 4.65% 8.65% 0.61%

State/Other 0.11% 1.42% 1.00% 4.60% 11.67%
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53. Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense Parsed 

by JHA Offense Type (n = 27,414) 

 
* Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

2 Years or Less (n=1009)

>2 thru 5 Years (n=5019)

>5 thru 10 Years (n=7431)

>10 thru 20 Years (n=5980)

>20 thru 40 Years (n=4844)

More than 40 Years (n=3131)

2 Years or
Less

(n=1009)

>2 thru 5
Years

(n=5019)

>5 thru 10
Years

(n=7431)

>10 thru 20
Years

(n=5980)

>20 thru 40
Years

(n=4844)

More than
40 Years
(n=3131)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 9.42% 5.52% 10.51% 25.42% 49.01% 86.65%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 19.23% 21.96% 20.68% 29.48% 31.87% 7.67%

Sex 1.29% 8.81% 22.03% 26.84% 14.91% 5.21%

Drug 19.23% 17.93% 16.03% 9.21% 2.42% 0.42%

Property 15.46% 21.84% 12.18% 4.41% 0.93%

Firearm/Weapon 9.02% 11.36% 14.36% 3.95% 0.74%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 8.42% 4.62% 2.06% 0.30% 0.10%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 6.94% 4.74% 1.29% 0.05%

State/Other 11.00% 3.23% 0.86% 0.33%
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54. Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding 

Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied* Parsed by JHA 

Offense Type (n = 27,414) 

 
* Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier 

Applied (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

2 Years or Less (n=4246)

>2 thru 5 Years (n=6151)

>5 thru 10 Years (n=5591)

>10 thru 20 Years (n=4949)

>20 thru 40 Years (n=4411)

More than 40 Years (n=2066)

2 Years or
Less

(n=4246)

>2 thru 5
Years

(n=6151)

>5 thru 10
Years

(n=5591)

>10 thru 20
Years

(n=4949)

>20 thru 40
Years

(n=4411)

More than
40 Years
(n=2066)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 5.70% 4.88% 17.37% 27.68% 67.81% 91.29%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 16.63% 25.25% 29.99% 32.83% 16.50% 4.40%

Sex 4.80% 9.14% 27.79% 31.14% 14.40% 4.16%

Drug 20.16% 22.13% 9.23% 4.08% 0.63% 0.15%

Property 22.77% 18.89% 4.92% 1.15% 0.14%

Firearm/Weapon 11.66% 12.66% 9.94% 2.99% 0.52%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 6.34% 3.27% 0.32% 0.10%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 6.38% 2.16% 0.05%

State/Other 5.56% 1.63% 0.38%
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55. Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense* Parsed by JHA 

Offense Type (n = 28,953) 

 
* Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

50% (n=14287)

75% (n=348)

85% (n=8670)

100% (n=4109)

Life (n=1539)

50% (n=14287) 75% (n=348) 85% (n=8670) 100% (n=4109) Life (n=1539)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 12.98% 18.68% 19.97% 100.00% 80.38%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 27.02% 0.00% 29.07% 0.00% 8.25%

Sex 5.98% 0.57% 42.96% 0.00% 10.53%

Drug 18.86% 78.16% 0.00% 0.00% 0.39%

Property 16.88% 0.00% 0.63% 0.00% 0.00%

Firearm/Weapon 9.48% 2.01% 7.37% 0.00% 0.13%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 3.45% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 2.85% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

State/Other 2.49% 0.57% 0.00% 0.00% 0.32%
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56. Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits for 

Holding Offense* Parsed by JHA Offense Type (n = 29,111) 

 
* Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No (n=15737)

Yes (n=13374)

No (n=15737) Yes (n=13374)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 44.97% 14.36%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 16.82% 28.86%

Sex 31.15% 0.00%

Drug 0.04% 22.18%

Property 0.35% 18.03%

Firearm/Weapon 4.12% 10.13%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 0.00% 3.69%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 2.52% 0.07%

State/Other 0.03% 2.68%
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57. Estimated Time Until Release* Parsed by JHA Offense Type (n = 28,953) 

 
* Estimated Time Until Release (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Negative Value (n=1978)

Under 6 Months (n=3616)

6 Months up to 1 Year (n=2775)

1 Year up to 1 Years 6 Months (n=2142)

1 Year 6 Months up to 2 Years (n=1661)

2 up to 5 Years (n=5244)

5 up to 10 Years (n=3460)

10 up to 15 Years (n=1704)

15 up to 20 Years (n=1086)

20 up to 40 Years (n=2334)

40+ Years (n=1414)

Life (n=1539)

Negative
Value

(n=1978)

Under 6
Months

(n=3616)

6 Months
up to 1
Year

(n=2775)

1 Year up
to 1 Years
6 Months
(n=2142)

1 Year 6
Months
up to 2
Years

(n=1661)

2 up to 5
Years

(n=5244)

5 up to 10
Years

(n=3460)

10 up to
15 Years
(n=1704)

15 up to
20 Years
(n=1086)

20 up to
40 Years
(n=2334)

40+ Years
(n=1414)

Life
(n=1539)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 8.19% 9.10% 12.11% 12.61% 13.73% 21.78% 35.75% 45.13% 55.25% 66.97% 79.49% 80.38%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 23.96% 21.99% 24.47% 26.70% 27.09% 29.81% 26.13% 21.01% 17.22% 12.94% 6.79% 8.25%

Sex 26.34% 8.24% 9.12% 8.92% 11.14% 16.59% 25.09% 28.81% 25.05% 19.15% 13.15% 10.53%

Drug 8.34% 19.19% 17.30% 16.62% 18.18% 13.23% 6.24% 2.17% 1.20% 0.30% 0.14% 0.39%

Property 12.79% 17.81% 16.68% 16.62% 14.69% 7.59% 2.43% 0.76% 0.28% 0.30% 0.14% 0.00%

Firearm/Weapon 9.50% 12.36% 11.64% 12.23% 10.17% 8.37% 3.61% 1.94% 0.74% 0.26% 0.07% 0.13%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 1.47% 4.76% 3.75% 2.52% 2.95% 1.30% 0.40% 0.12% 0.09% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 7.84% 3.01% 2.34% 2.05% 0.72% 0.40% 0.03% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

State/Other 1.57% 3.54% 2.59% 1.73% 1.32% 0.93% 0.32% 0.06% 0.18% 0.09% 0.21% 0.32%
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58. County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional* 

Parsed by JHA Offense Type (n = 29,110) 

 
* County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (columns in table) total to 100% 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Cook (n=12723)

Chicago Metro--Suburbs (n=3379)

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs
(n=1498)

North IL--N of I80 (n=2744)

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70
(n=6562)

South IL--S of I70 (n=2204)

Cook
(n=12723)

Chicago
Metro--
Suburbs
(n=3379)

St. Louis
Metro--
Suburbs
(n=1498)

North IL--N
of I80

(n=2744)

Central IL--
Btwn I80 &

I70
(n=6562)

South IL--S
of I70

(n=2204)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 40.93% 27.05% 35.51% 20.85% 20.82% 18.33%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 25.76% 19.95% 21.83% 21.61% 19.52% 16.11%

Sex 13.72% 23.32% 13.62% 20.37% 17.91% 19.51%

Drug 3.17% 10.65% 9.55% 17.71% 17.08% 20.83%

Property 5.01% 9.06% 10.35% 8.20% 12.22% 15.52%

Firearm/Weapon 8.92% 4.44% 5.81% 4.63% 6.16% 4.54%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 0.63% 3.23% 0.87% 3.06% 2.76% 1.18%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 1.01% 1.27% 1.40% 1.79% 1.90% 1.86%

State/Other 0.86% 1.04% 1.07% 1.79% 1.63% 2.13%
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Section Seven: Detailed Profile of 
Incarcerated People by County Where 
Person was Sentenced for Holding 
Offense—Regional 
County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional reflects the region within 

Illinois where a person was sentenced for their holding offense. A list of counties by region can 

be found here. 

 

The graph immediately following this paragraph illustrates the county where people were 

sentenced for their holding offense, grouped into categories, for the entire IDOC prison population 

as of December 31, 2021. It is to be used as reference for comparisons between the size of these 

groups across the IDOC prison population versus the size of these groups within the categories 

included in the graphs within this section. The reference graph below is identical to graph 15, but 

the groups are color coded to match how they are represented in the subsequent graphs within 

this section. 

 

County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional* (n = 

29,110) 

 
* One person whose sentencing county was listed as ‘out of state’ by IDOC is not included in the graph above. 

2204 (7.57%)

1498 (5.15%)

6562 (22.54%)

2744 (9.43%)

3379 (11.61%)

12723
(43.71%)

South IL--S of I70

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70

North IL--N of I80

Chicago Metro--Suburbs

Cook

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5beab48285ede1f7e8102102/t/615ca56b579e971097fb8dcd/1633461612171/Methodology+II+MSR+Included.pdf
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Demographic Characteristics of Incarcerated 
People Parsed by County Where a Person was 
Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional  

59. Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31, 2020* Parsed by County 

Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (n = 29,110) 

 
* Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31, 2020 (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

18 to 24 (n=2317)

25 to 29 (n=4516)

30 to 35 (n=5471)

36 to 40 (n=4439)

41 to 45 (n=3687)

46 to 49 (n=2831)

50 to 55 (n=2197)

56 to 64 (n=2588)

65 and Older (n=1064)

18 to 24
(n=2317)

25 to 29
(n=4516)

30 to 35
(n=5471)

36 to 40
(n=4439)

41 to 45
(n=3687)

46 to 49
(n=2831)

50 to 55
(n=2197)

56 to 64
(n=2588)

65 and
Older

(n=1064)

Cook 38.63% 44.57% 41.80% 43.16% 45.43% 44.72% 44.92% 46.83% 44.36%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 10.32% 10.94% 10.78% 11.65% 11.42% 12.01% 12.79% 13.21% 14.57%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 6.21% 5.27% 5.36% 4.89% 4.96% 5.55% 4.64% 4.64% 4.14%

North IL--N of I80 10.44% 9.19% 10.56% 8.92% 8.92% 8.69% 10.10% 8.38% 9.30%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 26.50% 22.34% 23.63% 23.81% 22.21% 21.83% 20.16% 19.28% 19.74%

South IL--S of I70 7.90% 7.68% 7.86% 7.57% 7.05% 7.21% 7.37% 7.65% 7.89%
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60. Estimated Age at Custody* Parsed by County Where a Person was 

Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (n = 29,110) 

 
* Estimated Age at Custody (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

17 and Under (n=1163)

18 to 24 (n=8733)

25 to 29 (n=5252)

30 to 35 (n=4994)

36 to 40 (n=3199)

41 to 49 (n=3415)

50 and Over (n=2354)

17 and
Under

(n=1163)

18 to 24
(n=8733)

25 to 29
(n=5252)

30 to 35
(n=4994)

36 to 40
(n=3199)

41 to 49
(n=3415)

50 and Over
(n=2354)

Cook 64.32% 53.75% 44.25% 37.44% 33.82% 35.87% 33.14%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 9.03% 10.13% 11.10% 11.61% 13.75% 12.42% 15.38%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 5.33% 4.94% 4.87% 5.53% 4.94% 5.56% 5.31%

North IL--N of I80 5.67% 7.80% 9.31% 10.31% 11.75% 9.63% 12.23%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 13.24% 18.16% 22.98% 25.93% 26.35% 26.71% 24.00%

South IL--S of I70 2.41% 5.22% 7.48% 9.17% 9.38% 9.81% 9.94%
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61. Estimated Age at Release* Parsed by County Where a Person was 

Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (n = 28,681) 

 
* Estimated Age at Release (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

18 to 24 (n=1174)

25 to 29 (n=3016)

30 to 35 (n=4237)

36 to 40 (n=3328)

41 to 45 (n=3028)

46 to 49 (n=2051)

50 to 64 (n=5745)

65 to 79 (n=2691)

80 and Over (n=1873)

Life (n=1538)

18 to 24
(n=1174)

25 to 29
(n=3016)

30 to 35
(n=4237)

36 to 40
(n=3328)

41 to 45
(n=3028)

46 to 49
(n=2051)

50 to 64
(n=5745)

65 to 79
(n=2691)

80 and
Over

(n=1873)

Life
(n=1538)

Cook 36.03% 41.78% 39.11% 36.15% 40.06% 43.83% 46.18% 50.46% 53.12% 60.66%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 11.41% 10.64% 10.97% 11.54% 11.53% 11.41% 11.89% 12.56% 12.07% 11.12%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 5.28% 5.64% 5.55% 5.83% 5.05% 5.41% 4.86% 4.94% 3.90% 5.01%

North IL--N of I80 12.35% 9.71% 11.02% 9.89% 9.81% 8.58% 9.17% 8.81% 7.26% 5.59%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 25.98% 24.10% 24.64% 26.86% 25.63% 23.35% 21.10% 17.61% 17.41% 12.81%

South IL--S of I70 8.94% 8.12% 8.71% 9.74% 7.93% 7.41% 6.81% 5.61% 6.25% 4.81%
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62. Gender* Parsed by County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding 

Offense—Regional (n = 29,110) 

 
* Gender (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

63. Race* Parsed by County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding 

Offense—Regional (n = 28,859) 

 
* Race (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Female (n=1413)

Male (n=27697)

Female (n=1413) Male (n=27697)

Cook 27.53% 44.53%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 9.27% 11.73%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 5.38% 5.13%

North IL--N of I80 11.39% 9.33%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 32.13% 22.05%

South IL--S of I70 14.30% 7.23%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Black (n=15824)

White (n=9233)

Hispanic (n=3802)

Black (n=15824) White (n=9233) Hispanic (n=3802)

Cook 58.34% 11.37% 61.44%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 8.61% 11.29% 24.57%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 5.27% 6.89% 0.53%

North IL--N of I80 6.96% 14.47% 7.39%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 18.13% 37.33% 5.16%

South IL--S of I70 2.69% 18.65% 0.92%
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Legal Characteristics of Incarcerated People 
Parsed by County Where a Person was Sentenced 
for Holding Offense—Regional  

64. Admission Type—Recidivism* Parsed by County Where a Person was 

Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (n = 29,110) 

 
* Admission Type—Recidivism (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

First IDOC Sentence (n=13071)

Second/+ IDOC Sentence (n=11749)

Technical MSR/Parole Violator
(n=2485)

Unknown (n=1805)

First IDOC Sentence
(n=13071)

Second/+ IDOC
Sentence (n=11749)

Technical MSR/Parole
Violator (n=2485)

Unknown (n=1805)

Cook 45.20% 45.14% 47.81% 17.95%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 12.80% 10.74% 10.66% 9.92%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 5.46% 4.12% 5.11% 9.58%

North IL--N of I80 9.62% 9.64% 7.97% 8.64%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 19.63% 23.90% 20.52% 37.56%

South IL--S of I70 7.29% 6.46% 7.93% 16.34%
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65. JHA Offense Type* Parsed by County Where a Person was Sentenced for 

Holding Offense—Regional (n = 29,110) 

 
* JHA Offense Types (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

State/Other (n=363)

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation
(n=407)

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury
(n=493)

Firearm/Weapon (n=2003)

Property (n=2467)

Drug (n=2972)

Sex (n=4902)

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear
(n=6507)

Person--Death/Physical Injury (n=8996)

State/Other
(n=363)

Sex
Offender/M

VOAY
Registry
Violation
(n=407)

DUI/Vehicle
Vio w/o

Death/Phys
Injury

(n=493)

Firearm/We
apon

(n=2003)

Property
(n=2467)

Drug
(n=2972)

Sex
(n=4902)

Person--
Death/Phys

Injury
Unclear

(n=6507)

Person--
Death/Physi

cal Injury
(n=8996)

Cook 30.03% 31.45% 16.23% 56.67% 25.82% 13.56% 35.62% 50.36% 57.89%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 9.64% 10.57% 22.11% 7.49% 12.40% 12.11% 16.08% 10.36% 10.16%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 4.41% 5.16% 2.64% 4.34% 6.28% 4.81% 4.16% 5.03% 5.91%

North IL--N of I80 13.50% 12.04% 17.04% 6.34% 9.12% 16.35% 11.40% 9.11% 6.36%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 29.48% 30.71% 36.71% 20.17% 32.51% 37.72% 23.97% 19.69% 15.18%

South IL--S of I70 12.95% 10.07% 5.27% 4.99% 13.86% 15.44% 8.77% 5.46% 4.49%
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66. Felony Class of Holding Offense* Parsed by County Where a Person was 

Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (n = 28,950) 

 
* Felony Class of Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Murder (n=6381)

Class X (n=10452)

Class 1 (n=3937)

Class 2 (n=4883)

Class 3 (n=1977)

Class 4 (n=1320)

Murder
(n=6381)

Class X
(n=10452)

Class 1
(n=3937)

Class 2
(n=4883)

Class 3
(n=1977)

Class 4
(n=1320)

Cook 63.96% 49.57% 30.35% 32.38% 19.42% 22.27%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 9.78% 12.46% 13.69% 10.87% 9.61% 13.86%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 5.30% 4.52% 5.82% 5.14% 6.32% 5.98%

North IL--N of I80 5.36% 9.12% 11.99% 11.61% 11.08% 12.12%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 11.97% 19.06% 29.11% 29.04% 34.75% 35.68%

South IL--S of I70 3.64% 5.28% 9.04% 10.96% 18.82% 10.08%
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67. Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense* Parsed 

by County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (n 

= 27,414) 

 
* Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

2 Years or Less (n=1009)

>2 thru 5 Years (n=5019)

>5 thru 10 Years (n=7431)

>10 thru 20 Years (n=5980)

>20 thru 40 Years (n=4844)

More than 40 Years (n=3131)

2 Years or Less
(n=1009)

>2 thru 5
Years

(n=5019)

>5 thru 10
Years (n=7431)

>10 thru 20
Years

(n=5980)

>20 thru 40
Years

(n=4844)

More than 40
Years (n=3131)

Cook 26.56% 24.05% 40.26% 43.03% 56.50% 64.07%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 12.09% 11.85% 12.58% 13.21% 9.62% 9.26%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 6.34% 6.14% 5.02% 5.85% 4.21% 3.77%

North IL--N of I80 12.39% 12.37% 11.08% 9.58% 6.23% 5.84%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 31.42% 31.06% 23.91% 21.57% 18.83% 13.64%

South IL--S of I70 11.20% 14.52% 7.15% 6.76% 4.60% 3.42%
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68. Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding 

Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied* Parsed by County 

Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (n = 27,414) 

 
* Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier 

Applied (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

2 Years or Less (n=4246)

>2 thru 5 Years (n=6151)

>5 thru 10 Years (n=5591)

>10 thru 20 Years (n=4949)

>20 thru 40 Years (n=4411)

More than 40 Years (n=2066)

2 Years or Less
(n=4246)

>2 thru 5
Years (n=6151)

>5 thru 10
Years (n=5591)

>10 thru 20
Years

(n=4949)

>20 thru 40
Years (n=4411)

More than 40
Years

(n=2066)

Cook 24.82% 30.09% 44.97% 49.16% 60.15% 61.86%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 11.99% 11.67% 13.22% 12.45% 9.14% 10.31%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 6.26% 5.54% 4.99% 4.97% 4.56% 4.07%

North IL--N of I80 12.08% 12.65% 9.71% 8.18% 5.92% 6.15%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 31.58% 29.30% 20.93% 19.76% 15.87% 14.09%

South IL--S of I70 13.26% 10.75% 6.19% 5.48% 4.38% 3.53%
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69. Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense* Parsed by County 

Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (n = 28,952) 

 
* Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

70. Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits for 

Holding Offense Parsed by County Where a Person was Sentenced for 

Holding Offense—Regional (n = 29,110) 

 
* Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

50% (n=14287)

75% (n=348)

85% (n=8670)

100% (n=4109)

Life (n=1538)

50% (n=14287) 75% (n=348) 85% (n=8670) 100% (n=4109) Life (n=1538)

Cook 34.84% 15.23% 47.79% 63.52% 60.66%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 11.26% 21.55% 12.99% 9.44% 11.12%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 5.33% 4.60% 4.66% 5.72% 5.01%

North IL--N of I80 10.85% 15.23% 9.17% 5.57% 5.59%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 27.86% 32.18% 19.40% 12.34% 12.81%

South IL--S of I70 9.86% 11.21% 6.00% 3.41% 4.81%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No (n=15736)

Yes (n=13374)

No (n=15736) Yes (n=13374)

Cook 51.14% 34.96%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 11.79% 11.40%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 4.94% 5.39%

North IL--N of I80 8.29% 10.77%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 18.09% 27.79%

South IL--S of I70 5.76% 9.71%
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71. Estimated Time Until Release* Parsed by County Where a Person was 
Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (n = 29,110) 

 
* Estimated Time Until Release (columns in table) total to 100% 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Negative Value (n=1978)

Under 6 Months (n=3616)

6 Months up to 1 Year (n=2775)

1 Year up to 1 Years 6 Months (n=2142)

1 Year 6 Months up to 2 Years (n=1661)

2 up to 5 Years (n=5244)

5 up to 10 Years (n=3460)

10 up to 15 Years (n=1704)

15 up to 20 Years (n=1086)

20 up to 40 Years (n=2334)

40+ Years (n=1414)

Life (n=1538)

Negative
Value

(n=1978)

Under 6
Months

(n=3616)

6 Months
up to 1
Year

(n=2775)

1 Year up
to 1 Years
6 Months
(n=2142)

1 Year 6
Months up
to 2 Years
(n=1661)

2 up to 5
Years

(n=5244)

5 up to 10
Years

(n=3460)

10 up to 15
Years

(n=1704)

15 up to
20 Years
(n=1086)

20 up to
40 Years
(n=2334)

40+ Years
(n=1414)

Life
(n=1538)

Cook 45.20% 34.04% 34.34% 36.23% 38.23% 42.16% 46.62% 48.18% 51.10% 55.40% 56.65% 60.66%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 12.59% 12.72% 11.28% 11.72% 11.68% 11.82% 11.68% 10.86% 11.23% 10.37% 11.17% 11.12%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 6.17% 5.61% 5.30% 4.90% 4.70% 4.92% 5.61% 4.93% 5.62% 4.71% 3.89% 5.01%

North IL--N of I80 8.70% 11.64% 11.71% 11.02% 9.93% 9.92% 8.03% 9.15% 7.18% 7.75% 6.72% 5.59%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 20.27% 26.30% 27.10% 26.66% 25.35% 23.61% 22.14% 20.19% 19.06% 16.80% 16.90% 12.81%

South IL--S of I70 7.08% 9.68% 10.27% 9.48% 10.11% 7.57% 5.92% 6.69% 5.80% 4.97% 4.67% 4.81%
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Section Eight: Detailed Profile of 
Incarcerated People by Estimated 
Length of Court-Imposed Prison 
Sentence for Holding Offense After 
“Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier 
Applied 
Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in 

Sentencing” Multiplier Applied is calculated by multiplying JHA’s “Length of Court-Imposed Prison 

Sentence for Holding Offense” variable by IDOC’s “Truth in Sentencing” variable after it is 

converted into a numerical value. A person may be required to serve 100%, 85%, 75%, or 50% 

of their court-imposed prison sentence; this is determined by law based on the holding offense 

(see 730 ILCS 5/3-6-3). Thus, the multipliers are 1, .85, .75, and .5 respectively. 

 

The graph immediately following this paragraph illustrates the estimated length of the court-

imposed prison sentence for a person’s holding offense after the “Truth in Sentencing” multiplier 

was applied, grouped into categories, for the entire IDOC prison population as of December 31, 

2021. It is to be used as reference for comparisons between the size of these groups across the 

IDOC prison population versus the size of these groups within the categories included in the 

graphs within this section. The reference graph below is identical to graph 11, but the groups are 

color coded to match how they are represented in the subsequent graphs within this section. 
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Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense 

After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied (n = 28,953): 

 

 

 

  

4246,
14.67%

6151,
21.24% 5591,

19.31% 4949,
17.09% 4411,

15.24%

2066,
7.14% 1539,

5.32%

2 Years or
Less

>2 thru 5
Years

>5 thru 10
Years

>10 thru 20
Years

>20 thru 40
Years

More than
40 Years

Life
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Demographic Characteristics of Incarcerated 
People Parsed by Estimated Length of Court-
Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense 
After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied  

72. Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31, 2020* Parsed by 

Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense 

After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied (n = 28,953) 

 
* Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31, 2020 (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

18 to 24 (n=2316)

25 to 29 (n=4513)

30 to 35 (n=5462)

36 to 40 (n=4426)

41 to 45 (n=3679)

46 to 49 (n=2812)

50 to 55 (n=2174)

56 to 64 (n=2549)

65 and Older (n=1022)

18 to 24
(n=2316)

25 to 29
(n=4513)

30 to 35
(n=5462)

36 to 40
(n=4426)

41 to 45
(n=3679)

46 to 49
(n=2812)

50 to 55
(n=2174)

56 to 64
(n=2549)

65 and
Older

(n=1022)

2 Years or Less 27.76% 17.77% 16.81% 15.00% 11.66% 10.49% 10.49% 8.83% 4.11%

>2 thru 5 Years 33.64% 27.23% 23.54% 20.61% 16.99% 17.21% 17.43% 14.01% 9.78%

>5 thru 10 Years 24.22% 25.33% 21.60% 16.67% 16.88% 16.39% 15.92% 15.46% 14.38%

>10 thru 20 Years 9.33% 17.62% 18.80% 17.60% 17.26% 18.24% 17.62% 16.52% 17.61%

>20 thru 40 Years 3.50% 7.87% 11.81% 16.99% 22.10% 20.84% 20.38% 20.01% 22.11%

More than 40 Years 1.34% 3.72% 6.55% 10.96% 10.19% 8.11% 7.22% 6.75% 9.00%

Life 0.22% 0.47% 0.88% 2.17% 4.92% 8.71% 10.95% 18.44% 22.99%
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73. Estimated Age at Custody* Parsed by Estimated Length of Court-

Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” 

Multiplier Applied (n = 28,953) 

 
* Estimated Age at Custody (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

17 and Under (n=1159)

18 to 24 (n=8697)

25 to 29 (n=5234)

30 to 35 (n=4967)

36 to 40 (n=3182)

41 to 49 (n=3390)

50 and Over (n=2324)

17 and Under
(n=1159)

18 to 24
(n=8697)

25 to 29
(n=5234)

30 to 35
(n=4967)

36 to 40
(n=3182)

41 to 49
(n=3390)

50 and Over
(n=2324)

2 Years or Less 0.95% 10.35% 15.40% 17.78% 18.70% 17.11% 20.27%

>2 thru 5 Years 4.14% 16.18% 22.07% 24.22% 24.17% 26.17% 29.35%

>5 thru 10 Years 17.95% 19.19% 18.00% 18.95% 18.79% 21.15% 22.20%

>10 thru 20 Years 28.65% 17.82% 16.22% 15.40% 16.34% 16.58% 15.96%

>20 thru 40 Years 37.10% 19.97% 14.12% 12.68% 11.22% 10.65% 6.76%

More than 40 Years 8.97% 10.60% 8.41% 5.54% 4.40% 3.75% 2.50%

Life 2.24% 5.89% 5.79% 5.44% 6.38% 4.60% 2.97%
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74. Estimated Age at Release* Parsed by Estimated Length of Court-

Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” 

Multiplier Applied (n = 27,682)** 

 
* Estimated Age at Release (columns in table) total to 100% 

** People who are serving a life sentence are not included in this graph and table, as 100% do not have a release date. 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

18 to 24 (n=1174)

25 to 29 (n=3016)

30 to 35 (n=4237)

36 to 40 (n=3328)

41 to 45 (n=3028)

46 to 49 (n=2051)

50 to 64 (n=5745)

65 to 79 (n=2691)

80 and Over (n=1873)

18 to 24
(n=1174)

25 to 29
(n=3016)

30 to 35
(n=4237)

36 to 40
(n=3328)

41 to 45
(n=3028)

46 to 49
(n=2051)

50 to 64
(n=5745)

65 to 79
(n=2691)

80 and
Over

(n=1873)

2 Years or Less 43.95% 26.43% 21.93% 19.68% 15.75% 11.90% 9.54% 1.97% 0.21%

>2 thru 5 Years 45.57% 37.10% 31.18% 28.19% 23.61% 18.24% 16.34% 4.91% 1.12%

>5 thru 10 Years 10.39% 30.50% 27.76% 23.83% 21.47% 21.01% 16.68% 11.33% 3.58%

>10 thru 20 Years 0.09% 5.97% 19.14% 25.42% 24.34% 23.50% 21.43% 17.58% 8.86%

>20 thru 40 Years 2.88% 14.83% 25.21% 34.08% 35.67% 23.01%

More than 40 Years 0.15% 1.93% 28.54% 63.21%
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75. Gender* Parsed by Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence 

for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied (n = 

28,953) 

 
* Gender (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

76. Race* Parsed by Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence 

for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied (n = 

28,703) 

 
* Race (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Female (n=1413)

Male (n=27540)

Female (n=1413) Male (n=27540)

2 Years or Less 27.46% 14.01%

>2 thru 5 Years 24.35% 21.09%

>5 thru 10 Years 13.31% 19.62%

>10 thru 20 Years 12.74% 17.32%

>20 thru 40 Years 14.72% 15.26%

More than 40 Years 4.39% 7.28%

Life 3.04% 5.43%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Black (n=15800)

White (n=9103)

Hispanic (n=3800)

Black (n=15800) White (n=9103) Hispanic (n=3800)

2 Years or Less 10.82% 23.78% 8.39%

>2 thru 5 Years 19.42% 26.43% 16.26%

>5 thru 10 Years 19.37% 17.44% 23.47%

>10 thru 20 Years 17.70% 13.81% 22.66%

>20 thru 40 Years 17.47% 10.22% 18.13%

More than 40 Years 8.75% 4.09% 7.74%

Life 6.46% 4.23% 3.34%
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Legal Characteristics of Incarcerated People 
Parsed by Estimated Length of Court-Imposed 
Prison Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth 
in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied  

77. Admission Type—Recidivism* Parsed by Estimated Length of Court-

Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” 

Multiplier Applied (n = 28,953) 

 
* Admission Type—Recidivism (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

First IDOC Sentence (n=12996)

Second/+ IDOC Sentence (n=11685)

Technical MSR/Parole Violator (n=2468)

Unknown (n=1804)

First IDOC Sentence
(n=12996)

Second/+ IDOC
Sentence (n=11685)

Technical MSR/Parole
Violator (n=2468)

Unknown (n=1804)

2 Years or Less 8.74% 12.75% 37.24% 38.86%

>2 thru 5 Years 14.47% 25.22% 29.86% 32.54%

>5 thru 10 Years 20.37% 19.06% 20.99% 11.03%

>10 thru 20 Years 21.28% 16.00% 8.43% 5.88%

>20 thru 40 Years 20.60% 13.46% 2.51% 5.49%

More than 40 Years 8.89% 7.19% 0.97% 2.61%

Life 5.66% 6.32% 0.00% 3.60%
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78. JHA Offense Type Parsed by Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison 

Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier 

Applied (n = 28,953) 

 
* JHA Offense Types (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

State/Other (n=363)

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation (n=407)

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury (n=493)

Firearm/Weapon (n=2003)

Property (n=2467)

Drug (n=2972)

Sex (n=4744)

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear (n=6507)

Person--Death/Physical Injury (n=8997)

State/Other
(n=363)

Sex
Offender/M

VOAY
Registry
Violation
(n=407)

DUI/Vehicle
Vio w/o

Death/Phys
Injury

(n=493)

Firearm/We
apon

(n=2003)

Property
(n=2467)

Drug
(n=2972)

Sex
(n=4744)

Person--
Death/Phys

Injury
Unclear

(n=6507)

Person--
Death/Physi

cal Injury
(n=8997)

2 Years or Less 65.01% 66.58% 54.56% 24.71% 39.20% 28.80% 4.30% 10.85% 2.69%

>2 thru 5 Years 27.55% 32.68% 40.77% 38.89% 47.10% 45.79% 11.85% 23.87% 3.33%

>5 thru 10 Years 5.79% 0.74% 3.65% 27.76% 11.15% 17.36% 32.76% 25.77% 10.79%

>10 thru 20 Years 0.28% 0.00% 1.01% 7.39% 2.31% 6.80% 32.48% 24.97% 15.23%

>20 thru 40 Years 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 1.15% 0.24% 0.94% 13.39% 11.19% 33.24%

More than 40 Years 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.10% 1.81% 1.40% 20.96%

Life 1.38% 0.00% 0.00% 0.10% 0.00% 0.20% 3.41% 1.95% 13.75%
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79. Felony Class of Holding Offense* Parsed by Estimated Length of Court-

Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” 

Multiplier Applied (n = 28,951) 

 
* Felony Class of Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Murder (n=6382)

Class X (n=10452)

Class 1 (n=3937)

Class 2 (n=4883)

Class 3 (n=1977)

Class 4 (n=1320)

Murder
(n=6382)

Class X
(n=10452)

Class 1
(n=3937)

Class 2
(n=4883)

Class 3 (n=1977)
Class 4

(n=1320)

2 Years or Less 0.00% 0.06% 9.42% 29.84% 66.82% 82.65%

>2 thru 5 Years 0.00% 8.71% 45.49% 53.12% 33.13% 15.08%

>5 thru 10 Years 0.08% 34.10% 34.29% 13.21% 0.00% 2.05%

>10 thru 20 Years 6.97% 37.69% 9.93% 3.48% 0.05% 0.23%

>20 thru 40 Years 44.20% 14.82% 0.61% 0.35% 0.00% 0.00%

More than 40 Years 29.46% 1.75% 0.08% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Life 19.29% 2.88% 0.18% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
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80. Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense* Parsed 

by Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense 

After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied (n = 27,414)** 

 
* Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

** People who are serving a life sentence are not included in this graph and table, as TIS does not affect a life sentence. 

 

  

2 Years or
Less

(n=1009)

>2 thru 5
Years

(n=5019)

>5 thru 10
Years

(n=7431)

>10 thru 20
Years

(n=5980)

>20 thru 40
Years

(n=4844)

More than
40 Years
(n=3131)

More than 40 Years 65.99%

>20 thru 40 Years 69.08% 34.01%

>10 thru 20 Years 57.71% 30.92%

>5 thru 10 Years 41.21% 42.29%

>2 thru 5 Years 35.51% 58.79%

2 Years or Less 100.00% 64.49%
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81. Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense* Parsed by 

Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense 

After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied (n = 27,414)** 

  
* Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

** People who are serving a life sentence are not included in this graph and table, as TIS does not affect a life sentence. 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

50% (n=14287)

75% (n=348)

85% (n=8670)

100% (n=4109)

50% (n=14287) 75% (n=348) 85% (n=8670) 100% (n=4109)

2 Years or Less 29.68% 0.00% 0.06% 0.00%

>2 thru 5 Years 38.29% 5.75% 7.61% 0.00%

>5 thru 10 Years 15.78% 45.40% 36.64% 0.05%

>10 thru 20 Years 8.28% 41.67% 37.54% 8.91%

>20 thru 40 Years 6.92% 6.32% 16.14% 48.72%

More than 40 Years 1.05% 0.86% 2.01% 42.32%
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82. Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits for 

Holding Offense* Parsed by Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison 

Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier 

Applied (n = 28,953) 

 
* Effectively Eligible by Law to Receive Earned Sentence Credits for Holding Offense (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No (n=15579)

Yes (n=13374)

No (n=15579) Yes (n=13374)

2 Years or Less 3.02% 28.23%

>2 thru 5 Years 7.64% 37.09%

>5 thru 10 Years 21.32% 16.97%

>10 thru 20 Years 23.61% 9.50%

>20 thru 40 Years 22.20% 7.12%

More than 40 Years 12.32% 1.10%

Life 9.88% 0.00%
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83. Estimated Time Until Release* Parsed by Estimated Length of Court-

Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” 

Multiplier Applied (n = 27,414)** 

 
* Estimated Time Until Release (columns in table) total to 100% 

** People who are serving a life sentence are not included in this graph and table, as they will not be released. 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Negative Value (n=1978)

Under 6 Months (n=3616)

6 Months up to 1 Year (n=2775)

1 Year up to 1 Years 6 Months (n=2142)

1 Year 6 Months up to 2 Years (n=1661)

2 up to 5 Years (n=5244)

5 up to 10 Years (n=3460)

10 up to 15 Years (n=1704)

15 up to 20 Years (n=1086)

20 up to 40 Years (n=2334)

40+ Years (n=1414)

Negative
Value

(n=1978)

Under 6
Months

(n=3616)

6 Months
up to 1
Year

(n=2775)

1 Year up
to 1 Years
6 Months
(n=2142)

1 Year 6
Months
up to 2
Years

(n=1661)

2 up to 5
Years

(n=5244)

5 up to 10
Years

(n=3460)

10 up to
15 Years
(n=1704)

15 up to
20 Years
(n=1086)

20 up to
40 Years
(n=2334)

40+ Years
(n=1414)

2 Years or Less 44.49% 46.21% 33.01% 20.26% 9.63% 2.78% 0.64% 0.47% 0.37% 0.17% 0.07%

>2 thru 5 Years 28.36% 34.29% 39.96% 45.89% 47.32% 25.11% 2.83% 1.06% 0.92% 0.86% 0.64%

>5 thru 10 Years 19.21% 12.91% 16.32% 20.92% 26.25% 40.14% 28.21% 9.57% 4.70% 3.64% 1.91%

>10 thru 20 Years 6.02% 5.20% 8.04% 9.24% 12.46% 24.07% 46.04% 39.73% 18.97% 8.95% 4.74%

>20 thru 40 Years 1.31% 1.33% 2.59% 3.69% 4.27% 7.74% 21.91% 47.65% 71.92% 49.79% 13.86%

More than 40 Years 0.61% 0.06% 0.07% 0.00% 0.06% 0.15% 0.38% 1.53% 3.13% 36.59% 78.78%
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84. County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional* 

Parsed by Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding 

Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied (n = 28,952) 

 
* County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional (columns in table) total to 100% 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Cook (n=12716)

Chicago Metro--Suburbs (n=3369)

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs (n=1494)

North IL--N of I80 (n=2713)

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 (n=6479)

South IL--S of I70 (n=2181)

Cook (n=12716)
Chicago Metro--

Suburbs
(n=3369)

St. Louis Metro-
-Suburbs
(n=1494)

North IL--N of
I80 (n=2713)

Central IL--
Btwn I80 & I70

(n=6479)

South IL--S of
I70 (n=2181)

2 Years or Less 8.29% 15.11% 17.80% 18.91% 20.70% 25.81%

>2 thru 5 Years 14.56% 21.31% 22.82% 28.68% 27.81% 30.31%

>5 thru 10 Years 19.77% 21.94% 18.67% 20.01% 18.06% 15.86%

>10 thru 20 Years 19.13% 18.28% 16.47% 14.93% 15.09% 12.43%

>20 thru 40 Years 20.86% 11.96% 13.45% 9.62% 10.80% 8.85%

More than 40 Years 10.05% 6.32% 5.62% 4.68% 4.49% 3.35%

Life 7.34% 5.08% 5.15% 3.17% 3.04% 3.39%
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Section Nine: Biannual Comparison 
of IDOC Prison Population 2010 – 
2020 
85. Age of Incarcerated People* as of December 31** 

 
* Age of Incarcerated People as of December 31 by year (columns in table) total to 100% 

** IDOC housed people aged 17 and under prior to 2018; these people are not counted in the graph above. 

 

  

2010 (n=48344) 2012 (n=48957) 2014 (n=48176) 2016 (n=43508) 2018 (n=39799) 2020 (n=29111)

65 and Older 1.20% 1.43% 1.52% 2.06% 2.56% 3.65%

56 to 64 3.90% 4.63% 5.66% 6.76% 7.63% 8.89%

50 to 55 5.74% 6.55% 7.13% 7.57% 7.22% 7.55%

46 to 49 9.37% 9.36% 9.45% 9.45% 9.43% 9.72%

41 to 45 11.43% 11.54% 11.42% 11.31% 11.16% 12.67%

36 to 40 13.48% 13.13% 12.91% 14.05% 14.59% 15.25%

30 to 35 19.63% 19.29% 18.96% 18.05% 18.59% 18.79%

25 to 29 16.95% 16.08% 16.23% 16.52% 17.08% 15.51%

18 to 24 18.30% 17.99% 16.71% 14.24% 11.73% 7.96%
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86. Estimated Age at Custody* 

 
* Estimated Age at Custody by year (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

87. Gender* 

 
* Gender by year (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

2010 (n=48331) 2012 (n=48957) 2014 (n=48176) 2016 (n=43507) 2018 (n=39799) 2020 (n=29111)

50 and Over 5.88% 6.88% 7.89% 8.60% 8.44% 8.09%

41 to 49 13.74% 13.90% 13.84% 13.47% 12.62% 11.73%

36 to 40 11.28% 10.80% 10.27% 10.31% 10.42% 10.99%

30 to 35 15.41% 15.79% 16.09% 16.21% 17.05% 17.16%

25 to 29 17.86% 17.28% 17.31% 17.50% 18.04% 18.04%

18 to 24 30.87% 30.48% 30.12% 29.89% 29.63% 30.00%

17 and Under 4.97% 4.88% 4.48% 4.02% 3.80% 4.00%
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2010 (n=48344) 2012 (n=48957) 2014 (n=48176) 2016 (n=43508) 2018 (n=39799) 2020 (n=29111)

Female 6.04% 5.89% 5.99% 6.00% 5.86% 4.85%

Male 93.96% 94.11% 94.01% 94.00% 94.14% 95.15%
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88. Race* 

 
* Race by year (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

89. Admission Type—Recidivism* 

 
* Admission Type—Recidivism by year (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

2010 (n=48081) 2012 (n=48722) 2014 (n=47992) 2016 (n=43250) 2018 (n=39489) 2020 (n=28860)

Hispanic 13.14% 12.82% 12.40% 12.69% 12.95% 13.17%

White 29.08% 29.36% 29.21% 30.53% 31.23% 32.00%

Black 57.78% 57.82% 58.38% 56.78% 55.82% 54.83%
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2010
(n=48342)

2012
(n=48954)

2014
(n=48174)

2016
(n=43508)

2018
(n=39799)

2020
(n=29111)

Unknown 1.04% 0.98% 1.03% 2.46% 2.91% 6.20%

Technical MSR/Parole Violator 11.63% 9.83% 10.88% 10.42% 10.16% 8.54%

Second/+ IDOC Sentence 45.00% 45.67% 45.18% 44.00% 42.69% 40.36%

First IDOC Sentence 42.32% 43.52% 42.91% 43.12% 44.24% 44.90%
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90. JHA Offense Type of Holding Offense* 

 
* JHA Offense Type of Holding Offense by year (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

2010
(n=47304)

2012
(n=48125)

2014
(n=47848)

2016
(n=43335)

2018
(n=39748)

2020
(n=29111)

Person--Death/Physical Injury 21.58% 21.34% 21.46% 23.11% 24.74% 30.91%

Person--Death/Phys Injury Unclear 16.96% 17.43% 18.78% 20.22% 21.69% 22.35%

Sex 10.17% 10.22% 10.94% 12.02% 13.29% 16.84%

Drug 19.87% 19.02% 18.89% 17.24% 14.92% 10.21%

Property 19.34% 18.38% 16.73% 14.00% 11.54% 8.47%

Firearm/Weapon 4.80% 5.89% 5.64% 6.24% 7.76% 6.88%

DUI/Vehicle Vio w/o Death/Phys Injury 4.34% 4.25% 3.89% 3.38% 2.66% 1.69%

Sex Offender/MVOAY Registry Violation 1.38% 1.77% 1.89% 1.83% 1.68% 1.40%

State/Other 1.57% 1.72% 1.78% 1.96% 1.72% 1.25%
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91. Felony Class of Holding Offense* 

 
* Felony Class of Holding Offense by year (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

92. Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense* 

 
* Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense by year (columns in table) total to 100% 

2010 (n=48176) 2012 (n=48784) 2014 (n=47999) 2016 (n=43328) 2018 (n=39630) 2020 (n=28951)

Murder 14.69% 14.44% 14.66% 15.87% 17.11% 22.04%

Class X 24.09% 24.44% 26.05% 29.00% 30.94% 36.10%

Class 1 17.06% 17.27% 16.77% 15.41% 14.81% 13.60%

Class 2 21.92% 22.49% 22.24% 20.50% 19.28% 16.87%

Class 3 9.42% 8.85% 8.63% 8.50% 8.96% 6.83%

Class 4 12.81% 12.51% 11.64% 10.71% 8.91% 4.56%
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2010
(n=48164)

2012
(n=48784)

2014
(n=47999)

2016
(n=43332)

2018
(n=39631)

2020
(n=28953)

Life 3.11% 3.16% 3.31% 3.68% 4.02% 5.32%

More than 40 Years 7.43% 7.53% 7.83% 8.42% 8.91% 10.81%

>20 thru 40 Years 9.44% 9.31% 9.90% 11.21% 12.57% 16.73%

>10 thru 20 Years 13.03% 13.75% 14.74% 16.35% 17.47% 20.65%

>5 thru 10 Years 28.15% 27.80% 27.65% 27.02% 25.84% 25.67%

>2 thru 5 Years 28.89% 28.51% 27.37% 24.76% 23.62% 17.33%

2 Years or Less 9.95% 9.94% 9.21% 8.56% 7.56% 3.48%
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93. Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding 

Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier Applied* 

 
* Estimated Length of Court-Imposed Prison Sentence for Holding Offense After “Truth in Sentencing” Multiplier 

Applied by year (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

  

2010
(n=48164)

2012
(n=48784)

2014
(n=47999)

2016
(n=43332)

2018
(n=39631)

2020
(n=28953)

Life 3.11% 3.16% 3.31% 3.68% 4.02% 5.32%

More than 40 Years 2.95% 3.30% 3.71% 4.53% 5.21% 7.14%

>20 thru 40 Years 8.47% 8.91% 9.57% 10.75% 11.93% 15.24%

>10 thru 20 Years 10.64% 10.51% 11.38% 12.48% 13.50% 17.09%

>5 thru 10 Years 14.34% 14.68% 15.27% 16.62% 17.35% 19.31%

>2 thru 5 Years 28.58% 28.27% 27.38% 25.40% 23.70% 21.24%

2 Years or Less 31.90% 31.17% 29.38% 26.53% 24.29% 14.67%
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94. Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense* 

 
* People Subject to “Truth in Sentencing” for Holding Offense by year (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

95. County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional* 

 
* County Where a Person was Sentenced for Holding Offense—Regional by year (columns in table) total to 100% 

 

2010 (n=48179) 2012 (n=48784) 2014 (n=47999) 2016 (n=43332) 2018 (n=39631) 2020 (n=28953)

Life 3.11% 3.16% 3.31% 3.68% 4.02% 5.32%

100% 5.48% 6.32% 7.23% 8.64% 10.14% 14.19%

85% 14.43% 15.84% 18.42% 21.01% 23.70% 29.95%

75% 0.26% 0.53% 0.00% 1.00% 1.08% 1.20%

50% 76.72% 74.15% 71.05% 65.66% 61.07% 49.35%
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2010
(n=48324)

2012
(n=48952)

2014
(n=48176)

2016
(n=43508)

2018
(n=39798)

2020
(n=29110)

Cook 50.42% 49.58% 50.42% 48.84% 46.91% 43.71%

Chicago Metro--Suburbs 12.30% 12.19% 11.39% 11.53% 11.52% 11.61%

North IL--N of I80 8.64% 8.86% 8.65% 8.43% 8.91% 9.43%

Central IL--Btwn I80 & I70 19.84% 20.09% 19.67% 20.41% 20.94% 22.54%

St. Louis Metro--Suburbs 3.62% 3.58% 4.03% 4.44% 4.68% 5.15%

South IL--S of I70 5.18% 5.70% 5.84% 6.35% 7.05% 7.57%
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This report was written by JHA staff. Media inquiries should be  

directed to JHA’s Executive Director Jennifer Vollen-Katz  

at (312) 291-9555 x205 or jvollen@thejha.org 

 

Incarcerated individuals can send privileged mail to report concerns and issues to the John 

Howard Association, P.O. Box 10042, Chicago, IL 60610-0042. JHA staff are reading every 

letter and tracking this information to monitor what is occurring behind prison walls and to 

advocate for humane policies and practices. Family and friends can contact JHA via our website 

www.thejha.org or by leaving a message at 312.291.9183 x208. 

 

Since 1901, JHA has provided public oversight of Illinois’ juvenile and adult correctional 

facilities. Every year, JHA staff and trained volunteers inspect prisons, jails, and detention 

centers throughout the state. Based on these inspections, JHA regularly issues reports that are 

instrumental in improving prison conditions. JHA humbly thanks all the persons who agreed to 

be interviewed for this report and who graciously shared their experiences and insights with us. 

 

 

 

The John Howard Association was the proud recipient of the  

2015 MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective Institutions 

http://www.thejha.org/

