
 
 

 
Executive Summary: 

Monitoring Visit to IYC-Warrenville 1/14/2011 
 
On January 14, 2011, the John Howard Association visited IYC-Warrenville, Illinois’ 
medium and maximum-security girls facility.    

 
Vital Statistics 
Population: 60  
Average Age: 17.1 
Average Cost Per Inmate: $80,365 
Population by Race: 23 White (38%), 28 
Black (47%), and 9 Hispanic (15%) 
(Source: IDJJ, as of January 1, 2011) 

 
Key Observations  
 

• While many of the girls at Warrenville have graduated from high school or have 
their GEDs, the facility offers no post-secondary educational or vocational 
programming.  

 
• If the state reformed its juvenile parole system, it could significantly and safely 

reduce the number of kids who are sent to the Illinois Department of Juvenile 
Justice and save taxpayer money.  

 
• Although Warrenville’s administration tries to maintain and improve the facility’s 

physical plant, they lack the sufficient funds to make basic preventive repairs.  
 

• Warrenville’s use of confinement continues to decline, but administration should 
continue to explore alternatives.   

 
 
This report was written by Chris Bernard, Director of the John Howard Association’s 
Juvenile Justice Project. He may be reached at (312) 503-6303 or 
cbernard@thejha.org. 
 
 
 

The preparation of this report was supported  
by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 

Foundation’s Illinois Models for Change Initiative 
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Monitoring Visit to IYC-Warrenville 
1/14/2011 

 
On January 14, 2011, the John Howard Association conducted a monitoring visit at IYC-
Warrenville.  Warrenville is designated as a maximum security facility, but houses all 
maximum and medium security girls in the system.  The facility is located approximately 
45 minutes from downtown Chicago, in Dupage County. 
 
Approximately a month before our visit, the facility experienced a number of strong 
power surges.  The surges were caused by ice that had built up on power lines combined 
with high winds.  The ice and winds knocked out power in nearly every building in the 
facility and disabled the generators. Many computers, dietary equipment, and other 
electronics were also damaged and required repair.  Due to these damages, the 
administration cancelled school and moved all of the youth into one housing unit for two 
weeks.  On the date of our visit, most of the problems had been remedied, but the main 
generator was still waiting to be repaired. 
 
Below are the observations of JHA while on our visit. 
 

Physical Plant 
 

Warrenville is made up of a cluster of permanent buildings and several prefabricated 
buildings that, among other things, serve as a workout room and salon.  The main 
building contains the school, cafeteria, administrative offices, visiting area, and an 
activity room with TVs, videogames, and other entertainment.   
 
It is clear that the administration tries to beautify the common areas.  The walls 
throughout the facility are painted with murals and covered with various posters meant to 
inspire the girls or describe programming in the facility.  Due to a recent flood that 
damaged the school, the administration was able to use emergency funds to repaint the 
walls and buy new carpeting.   
 
Despite these efforts, parts of the facility are in clear need of repair.  In particular, the 
prefabricated buildings are beginning to show their age.  At least one doorframe leading 
to the outside area of the facility is rusting and beginning to disintegrate. The exercise 
area has large water stains on the ceiling and the floor slants slightly.  The foundations 
have visible cracks and rotting wood in areas.   
 
In the outdoor areas, there are several fields where the girls can play soccer, softball, 
volleyball, and kickball (the current residents’ favorite game).  Although most of the  
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outdoor areas lack much landscaping, a courtyard surrounded by the main building has 
flowerbeds, a coy pond, a gazebo, and benches for sitting.  This courtyard is used for  
 
cookouts in the summertime and as a second area for families to visit the youth.  As the 
indoor visiting area is drab and dark with bolted down tables and stools, similar to adult 
prison visiting areas, administration should use the courtyard as the primary place for 
visiting when weather permits. 
 
The “cottages” (housing units) vary considerably in condition.  In most of the units’ cells, 
old and deteriorating plywood serves as shelves and surrounds the sinks and toilets.  The 
administration is currently seeking to install a stainless steel sink and toilet combination, 
but whether the funds will be available remains to be seen.   
 
The cells all contain a small desk attached to the wall with a stool joined to either the wall 
or floor.  Although the cells each have an inspiring word painted on the wall with various 
girl-themed designs, the overall feel is still dark, dingy, and unmistakably prison-like.  It 
is hard to imagine that any amount of cosmetic fixes could make the cells feel 
comfortable and warm, but administration has plans to paint them in more “girl friendly” 
colors. 
 
Warrenville is in the process of single bunking all residents. Administration has fitted two 
units for this purpose: one houses youth, while the other is vacant.  Administration will 
use the vacant unit to house girls as they install single bunks in each unit.  Due to a lack 
of resources, administration cannot say when it expects to finish this process. 
 
Observations:  While most of the common areas are in good shape and painted with 
colorful murals, various parts of the facility are in need of repair or remodeling.  
Conditions in some cells are unsanitary and create safety concerns.  The facility is in the 
process of single bunking all residents. 
 
Recommendations:  Use the outdoor courtyard for family visits at all times that weather 
allows.  IDJJ/DOC should immediately make funds available to replace all of the 
plywood materials in cells.  Repair or replace the prefabricated buildings in need. 
 

Staff 
 
Superintendent Judy Davis has a good relationship with the youth.  Several times during 
our visit, youth came to hug her.  The staff also seemed to work well with the youth, 
though some took a more authoritative approach than others.  Several girls stated that 
they felt staff paid more attention to the girls who have presented disciplinary problems.  
Administration admitted that this was true, but pointed out that Behavioral Level 1 
residents (the most well-behaved youth) receive special privileges and rewards. 
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Warrenville recently hired eight new security staff and a Youth and Family Specialist 
Supervisor, but still has many vacant positions.  Currently Warrenville is missing a 
Health Care Unit Administrator, Assistant Superintendent of Programs, Psychology  
Administrator, Assistant Superintendent of Operations, Records Office Administrator, 
two secretarial positions, and a vocational instructor for the computer lab in the school. 
   
All staff has received half of “Girl Matters” training.  Girl Matters is a program that 
teaches staff how to create an empowering, “girl friendly” environment.  The program 
also educates staff on how to identify and address issues unique to girls. 
 
Warrenville recently hired a new part-time art therapist who works 20 hours per week.  
JHA met one girl who spoke enthusiastically about the program.  While she had arrived 
only a month before our visit and was having a hard time adjusting, she said art therapy 
helped her feel better.  “I go in there angry, do my art, and I come out feeling peaceful,” 
the youth told JHA.  Currently the art therapist is not having the girls paint murals on the 
walls, but administration would welcome that step. 
 
Observations:  Staff and administration seem to have a good relationship with the 
residents.  Vacancies in administrative positions could create problems and lead to 
longer hours or extra responsibilities for other staff.  Training in girl friendly operations 
and the hiring of a new art therapist are promising steps to creating a more rehabilitative 
facility.  
 
Recommendations:  Finish Girl Matters training as soon as practicable.  Fill the 
supervisory vacancies as soon as possible, particularly the Health Care Administrator 
and Assistant Superintendent positions.  Consider making the art therapist full time, or 
hire a second part-time art therapist. 
 

Population 
 

At the time of JHA’s visit, IYC-Warrenville housed 60 girls. Fifty-eight of the percent of 
the population were 17-20 years old.  Forty-one of the youth (69 percent of the total 
population) were originally committed for Class 3 or 4 felonies or misdemeanors.   
 
Intake records from 2009 and the six months available from 2010 show a disturbing trend 
of more youth entering the facility on technical parole violations.  A technical violation is 
not an actual crime, but rather a violation of parole conditions.  Possible violations could 
be skipping school, moving out of approved placement, failing a drug test, or a relatively 
minor crime resulting in a violation rather than a new charge.  During our visit, for 
instance, JHA was told of a 19-year-old who had returned to Warrenville on a parole 
violation for moving in with her boyfriend.  This was a technical violation because her 
boyfriend’s apartment was not her approved placement in the conditions of her parole.   
 
While the older girls (17-21 years of age) sent back for technical parole violations present 
a logistical and programming problem, this population also points to potential reform. If  
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policymakers either reduced the maximum age of juvenile parole or modified the 
violation process, they could significantly decrease IDJJ’s overall population.   
 
 
To address the influx of technical parole violators, IDJJ has recently hired seven aftercare 
specialists who will act as caseworkers for parolees, assisting the youth in adjusting and 
finding proper programming.  Fourteen more aftercare specialists will be hired in a few 
months.  This is an important first step to reform the parole violation process; however, 
as there are approximately 1,700 youth on parole in need of these caseworkers throughout 
the state, this problem is bigger than what handful of extra caseworkers can address. 
 
For a full breakdown of population statistics, please see Appendix A. 
 
Observations:  Many of the youth at IYC-Warrenville were committed for low-level, non-
violent offenses.  A majority of the girls in the facility are 17 or older.  The percentage of 
girls entering the facility for technical parole violations is increasing. 
 
Recommendations:  As IDJJ implements its aftercare system, administration should use 
data to measure its success and make necessary changes.  The administration should 
continue to expand the aftercare system and the number of caseworkers as fast as 
possible.  Policy makers and stakeholders should seriously explore how to change the 
juvenile parole system to reduce the number of youth sent back for technical violations, 
whether it be ending parole at the age of 18 or not allowing technical violations to 
warrant incarceration. 

 
Education 

 
The school is located in the main building of the facility.  All classrooms sprout off from 
the library which serves as the entrance to the school.  The library is well stocked with 
books, many of which have been donated.  While a significant number of the fiction 
books are aimed at a young female population, a large variety is available.   
 
The school is nearly fully staffed with seven teachers, a librarian, and a principal.  The 
school is missing a vocational instructor who would focus on computer classes. The 
current teacher to student ratio is 1:7.  The facility houses 11 girls with special education 
needs and Individual Education Plans (IEPs); there are two teachers certified in special 
education. Classes run approximately five hours a day.  Eight volunteer tutors work with 
youth on math and reading.  Any youth can get tutoring if she requests it or if a teacher 
feels that the student needs extra help. 
 
Warrenville’s school uses Positive Behavior Interventions Systems (PBIS) as a means to 
correct behavioral issues.  In each class, girls are eligible for up to three points, one for 
behavior, one for academic work, and one for “going above and beyond expectations.”   
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These points can only be earned; they cannot be taken away for bad behavior.  Every two 
weeks the girls are allowed to redeem their points at the school store.  The store sells 
school supplies, candy, snacks, hygiene products, socks, makeup, and even pajamas.  
PBIS also uses “Ready to Learn” for behavioral issues.  Under this program, youth who  
act out in class are sent to another room to meet with staff.  The youth then discuss their 
behavior with a counselor and are reintroduced to class as soon as possible. 
 
All of the teachers have recently been trained in Washington Aggression Interruption 
Training.  Under this program girls with three-to-five months left before release attend 
classes designed to teach “social skills, anger control, and moral reasoning.”   Ten youth 
currently participate in the program.  
 
At the time of JHA’s visit, the computer rooms for the school were not operating due to 
the recent power surge.  The computers feature some educational programs, but lack 
internet access. 
 
In the entire fiscal year of 2010, Warrenville had 10 GED graduates and eight high school 
graduates.  In fiscal year 2011, the school has had 13 GED graduates, five high school 
graduates, and two eighth grade graduates.  The graduates make up about 20 percent of 
the youth that the school has served in the fiscal year.   
 
Although the graduations are commendable, the youth who graduate cannot advance any 
further academically at Warrenville. Warrenville has no vocational training available for 
girls after graduation, nor is there any opportunity to gain college credits.  Girls who have 
graduated can work in the kitchen or help with janitorial services, but they cannot receive 
certifications in these positions.  A few of the girls have been allowed to work as library 
assistants, and one was given special approval to serve as a teacher’s assistant for the art 
class, but otherwise those with diplomas sit in a common area during the school day with 
little to do other than read, watch movies, or talk.  Administration has sought funding for 
vocational programming, but as discussed below funds are very difficult to obtain even 
for basic repairs to the facility, let alone extra programming. 
 
Observations:  The school currently has no computer teacher. As such, youth use 
computers only if other classes require them to do so.  The computers have no internet 
access.  The library and the classrooms have new carpeting and paint.  There is a 
complete lack of vocational and post-secondary education opportunities, leaving youth 
who have gained a diploma with nothing to do. 
 
Recommendations:  IDJJ should give youth internet access with appropriate filters for 
content.  Because there is no post-secondary education in the facility, IYC-Warrenville 
should consider allowing more youth to act as teachers’ assistants within the school. 
More alternative activities should be organized for those youth who have gained a 
diploma in order to reduce idle time during the school day. 
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Programming 

 
Warrenville has a variety of programs used for mental health, life skills, anger 
management, and substance abuse. 
 
A program unique to Warrenville is FOCUS, a parenting program for pregnant residents 
or residents with children at home.  The girls in the program are given baby simulators 
for a period of 12 weeks.  The babies make noises according to what they need such as a 
diaper change, food, or burping.  The babies contain electronic chips that the teacher can 
use to read how the girls performed at taking care of the baby.  The participants also learn 
basic parents skills such as how to change diapers and how to deal with children in an 
appropriate manner.  At the time of our visit, the facility had five pregnant residents, but 
one of the FOCUS members was neither pregnant nor did she have children at home.  
This girl had chosen to take the class simply to keep herself busy as she had already 
earned her diploma. 
 
The substance abuse housing unit is run on contract by Wells Center.  Currently, 19 girls 
are enrolled in the program.  The program uses an informal version of Alcoholic 
Anonymous 12 Steps program.  The girls reach levels, represented by various animals 
painted on the walls, within the program on a 30-day basis.  Once youth have reached the 
third level, they begin to mentor newer residents in the program.  Wells staff stated that 
the 12 steps are not easy for adolescents, and instead they try to focus on a few of the 
steps that will prepare the girls for reentry.  The majority of the girls in the program listed 
alcohol or marijuana as their substance of choice with only a few listing 
methamphetamines.  The contract with Wells Center dictates that a resident assigned to 
the substance abuse program will not be released from the facility before she completes 
the six-month program.  At least one facility in IDJJ, IYC-Chicago, no longer keeps 
youth past their ARD (Administrative Review Date) if a substance abuse program has not 
been completed.   
 
Structured Psychotherapy for Adolescents Responding to Chronic Stress (SPARCS) is a 
recent addition to Warrenville’s programming.  It is a 16 session evidence-based trauma 
program that focuses on coping strategies to help youth regulate their central nervous 
system in response to chronic or overwhelming stress.  SPARCS is used by other 
community programs in Illinois.  Evidence based trauma programs are particularly 
necessary for incarcerated youth because such a high percentage have experienced 
trauma in their lives. 
 
Other available programs focus on issues such as youth who have been adopted; youth 
who have a history of self-harm; emotional regulation; healthy relationships (family or 
significant other); mental wellness (for youth on psychotropic medications); youth with 
PTSD; self-empowerment; and self-esteem. 
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Observations:  IYC-Warrenville has a number of programs tailored to youth with specific 
needs.  Administration encourages youth to participate in their treatment and even 
mentor other youth coming through the programs.  The substance abuse program will not 
release a youth until the program has been completed. 
 
Recommendations:  The policy of keeping all youth in the substance abuse program until 
completion should be changed as soon as possible.  Instead the new aftercare system 
should be used to link youth with services in their communities, and a decision of release 
can be made on an individual basis.  The facility should continue to assess all 
programming and expand or cancel programming based on effectiveness. 
 

Mental Health 
 
Mental health care is critical for the population Warrenville serves.  Currently the facility 
has 25 girls on psychotropic drugs including antipsychotics, antidepressants, mood 
stabilizers, and anxiety medication.  As a rule, all youth receive one hour of individual 
therapy per week, and other sessions are given according to need.  
 
Recently the facility switched the hours of a therapist to weekends to have a therapist on 
site seven days a week.  This new assignment was negotiated with the union.  This seven-
day-a-week coverage is a significant improvement for mental health in the facility. 
 
Observations:  Nearly 50 percent of the population at Warrenville is on psychotropic 
medication.  Administration has made an onsite therapist available seven days a week. 
 
Recommendations:  Continue to explore ways to make mental health staff available 
onsite 24 hours a day for youth in crisis.  IDJJ should consider that a youth’s mental 
health status could make the setting of the facility intolerable and in certain cases a more 
appropriate setting may be a mental health facility or community care.  
 

Volunteer Programming 
 
Last year the facility received $20,000 in donated items and logged 4,600 volunteer 
hours.  Volunteer programs include book clubs, art programs, knitting classes, and special 
events.   
 
One of the most popular programs is Story Catchers.  Story Catchers Theatre runs the 
program with the cooperation of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.  The program works 
with a group of girls to write their own musicals and plays based on their life 
experiences.  Many of the residents JHA spoke with either had participated in the 
program or expressed a desire to participate in the future.  One past participant said it 
inspired her to get involved in theater and choir when she is released.  The Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra helps by providing music for the performance, but also sends 
members to work with the girls.  This year Ricardo Muti and Yo-Yo Ma visited the 
facility twice to speak to the girls and then perform for them.   
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Observations: Warrenville needs the community to remain active in their facility. Without 
donations and volunteers, the activities and resources available to the youth would be 
reduced dramatically. 
 
Recommendations:  IDJJ should actively reach out to community businesses, faith-based 
organizations, and others to obtain donations or volunteers. 
 

Budget Issues 
 

Like all IDJJ facilities, Warrenville suffers from a chronic lack of funding.  This problem 
is complicated by the fact that IDJJ depends on the Illinois Department of Corrections 
(IDOC) to approve many of its operational expenses, including all facility improvement 
or repair.  This policy has resulted in a total lack of preventative upkeep and a de-facto 
policy of funding repairs on an emergency-only basis.  It also leads to higher costs 
because emergency repairs tend to be more drastic and expensive than routine facility 
maintenance.1   
 
Even when IDOC approves funding for emergency repairs, IDJJ facilities still have 
problems finding contractors to do the work.  Due to Illinois’ fiscal crisis, the 
Comptroller has had difficulty paying its bills on time, which has delayed payment to 
state contractors.  If contractors accept state work, they must risk late payments, which 
then leads to even higher costs because interest payments must be made on outstanding 
balances. 
 
For instance, at the time of our visit, nearly a month after power surges wreaked havoc on 
the electronic equipment in Warrenville, the main generator was still not functioning.  
IDOC had approved repairs, but Warrenville administration could not find a contractor 
willing to do the work because of the likelihood of late payments.   
 
Another example: the Deputy Director of Operations for IDJJ has sought approval for 
almost a year to run Ethernet wiring to all of Warrenville’s housing units.  Ethernet 
would allow counselors to be assigned to units and electronically access the youths’ files.  
The counselors currently work out of the main building.  There are offices available in 
each unit for counselors, but because of the Ethernet issue, they are mostly being used as 
storage closets.  This problem creates significant inefficiencies.  If counselors were based 
in unit, they could respond faster to issues and youth could remain in their own unit 
rather than traveling outside to the main building.  It also would allow more counselor 
interaction with youth.  During JHA’s visit, for instance, most of the youth with 
diplomas, approximately 20, were sitting in a day room watching a movie with two 
security officers supervising, while a potential counselor’s office was sitting empty.  If a  
 
                                                
1 Dependence on IDOC for funding is particularly troubling given the fact that IDOC must pay for its      
record high adult population (approximately 49,000). 
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counselor used the office, the graduates could spend more structured time with their 
counselors. 
 
The budget issues have also prevented any sort of field trips for the youth at Warrenville.  
For instance, Story Catchers also runs a program at IYC-Chicago, but the girls have never 
been able to attend.   
 
Observations:  Budgetary constraints, dependence on IDOC for approval of spending, 
and the state’s inability to pay bills on time obstruct Warrenville and IDJJ’s ability to 
properly maintain their facilities and provide more opportunities to the youth. 
 
Recommendations:  Immediate action should be taken by the necessary parties to install 
Ethernet and place counselors in the housing units.  Given that funds are limited 
throughout the state, alternatives to incarceration for youth should continue to be the 
main focus.  Reductions in population could lead to reduced costs and ultimately closing 
unnecessary facilities. 
 

Discipline 
 

Warrenville has reduced its use of confinement and changed its practices for when youth 
are placed there.  JHA was told that typically youth are not placed in confinement unless 
there is a “dangerous” disturbance or a youth is “not in control.”  In December, 
confinement was used 19 times for an average of 20 hours per stay.  The average number 
of hours seems to conflict with the IDJJ confinement reports, but IDJJ measures time in 
different intervals than the facility.2  
 
When staff use confinement, they take the youth out of the confinement cell to meet with 
them.  Staff checks confined youth at least every 10 minutes, but we were told it is 
usually more often than that.  The facility also uses counselors or other staff members to 
run mediation sessions between youth.  Once the mediator feels the problem has been 
resolved and helps establish a plan for future issues, he or she will release the youth from 
confinement. 
 
Warrenville is attempting to use more positive reinforcement to influence behavior.  They 
recognize best behaved school groups and individuals, the most improved resident in 
housing units, and cleanest rooms.  They also permit youth at the Level 1 Behavioral 
status to attend special events.   
 
 

                                                
2 We were told that for IDJJ purposes, four hours in confinement constitutes a day, whereas the facility 
actually counts the specific number of hours. Although IDJJ’s method is not the most accurate 
measurement, it may encourage facilities to minimize their use of confinement, which JHA believes is 
important. 
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Actual disciplinary practices used as an alternative to confinement include “cool out or 
time out” periods where youth spend time alone in their own room or another area and 
will speak to a staff member prior to being sent back to their scheduled activity.   
 
Although these are alternatives to confinement, a ticket may still be written for 
misbehavior, which can affect whether a youth is released or ordered to stay in a facility 
by the parole board. 
 
The facility will also add time to a youth’s stay as a punishment, delaying their ARD.  As 
of December, in fiscal year 2011, the facility has extended ARD dates 12 times for a total 
of 214 days.  Though potentially appropriate for the most extreme cases, JHA does not 
generally consider lengthening incarceration to be an effective disciplinary practice, as a 
longer stay in an institution is not necessarily beneficial to the youth. 
 
Observations:  Confinement use and time in confinement continue to decline at 
Warrenville, but it is still used fairly often.  Several disciplinary alternatives to 
confinement may result in youth being held longer in facilities. 
 
Recommendations:  Warrenville should consider whether confinement is necessary at all, 
as a time out in a youth’s own room may serve the same purpose except in the most 
dangerous circumstances.  Continue to explore methods of discipline that do not result in 
tickets or an extension of a youth’s ARD date.   
 

Family Involvement and Visitation 
 
Family involvement seems to be a struggle for Warrenville. While youth are allowed one 
visit per week for a maximum of one and a half hours, many of the girls receive no visits 
at all. Youth are also allowed phone calls, but the frequency of these calls varies on 
behavioral status.  The best-behaved girls (Level 1) are allowed one 15 minute call per 
week, girls designated as Behavioral Level 2 are allowed a 15 minute call twice a month, 
Behavioral Level 3 get one 15 minute call per month. All calls are collect unless the 
family qualifies for the state to pay due to financial hardship, in which case one call per 
month is free. The family can also just refuse to accept collect calls in which case the 
state pays for one per month. Many families do not accept the collect calls.   
 
Family involvement is key to a youth’s successful reentry into society.  A maximum of 
one hour of conversation over the course of a month is not optimal family contact.  JHA 
recognizes that some of the girls in the facility have been victims of abuse at the hand of 
a family member.  This certainly complicates the issue, but could be accounted for by 
restricting contact with the offending family member. 
 
JHA was told that families are sometimes called during a youth’s session with counselors 
(the formal title for counselors is now “youth and family specialist”) or “when serious 
issues arise.”  In these instances, the calls are made from staff offices and no charges 
apply. 
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There is also no official effort to involve family in aftercare planning for the youth.  This 
is something that should begin to be remedied soon with the implementation of IDJJ  
Director Arthur Bishop’s aftercare program.  It is imperative that families be involved in 
the aftercare planning for their children.  This will help both the youth and the family in 
following parole requirements and make successful reentry more likely. 
 
Administration also mentioned a youth, of legal age, who returned to the facility for a 
parole violation who claimed she had married her girlfriend in Iowa prior to being 
incarcerated.  The young woman requested that her wife be put on her phone list.  The 
request was denied because she could offer no proof of the relationship.  JHA believes 
that IDJJ should allow LGBT youth the same privileges as other youth and give all legal 
partners the same status for visitation purposes, especially since The Illinois Religious 
Freedom Protection and Civil Union Act was signed into law.   
 
Observations:  Despite some efforts by the facility’s staff, family involvement is not 
common.  Considering the difficulty many families have traveling to visit, youth’s phone 
privileges are inadequate to facilitate family contact.  IDJJ policy regarding a youth’s 
right to contact a legal same sex partner is unclear. 
 
Recommendations:  Continue to explore new ways to encourage family involvement in 
youth’s treatment and aftercare planning.  IDJJ and/or IYC-Warrenville should allow 
either longer phone calls or more phone calls between youth and family.  IDJJ should 
create a formal policy recognizing the absolute right of a youth, of legal age, to visit and 
call a legally recognized same sex partner. 
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Appendix A3 

Population breakdown for January 1, 2011 
 

Population by race Number Percentage 
White 23 38% 
Black 28 47% 

Hispanic 9 15% 
 
 

Population by Age Number Percentage 
  16 years and under 25 42% 

17 years and older 35 58% 
 
Average Age:  17.1 years 
 
Committing County Number Percentage 
Cook 17 28% 
Collar Counties 8 13% 
Metro-East 1 2% 
Central Illinois 20 33% 
Southern Illinois 3 5% 
Northern Illinois 11 18% 
 

 
This report was written by Chris Bernard, Director of the John Howard Association’s 
Juvenile Justice Project. He may be reached at (312) 503-6303 or 
cbernard@thejha.org. 
 
JHA staff member Angie Weis, and Citizen Observers Barb Arsenault and Judy Cottle 
contributed to this report.                                                              
 
Since 1901, JHA has provided public oversight of Illinois’ juvenile and adult correctional 
facilities. Every year, JHA staff and trained volunteers inspect prisons, jails and detention 
centers throughout the state. Based on these inspections, JHA regularly issues reports 
instrumental in improving prison conditions.  
  

The preparation of this report was supported  
by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 

Foundation’s Illinois Models for Change Initiative 
 

### 

                                                
3	  All	  categories	  are	  based	  on	  IDJJ	  reports	  population	  reports.	  	  


